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Persons Day marks the 
occasion in 1929 when the 
historic decision to include 
women in the definition of 
'persons' was handed down 
by Canada's highest court 
of appeal.  In 1927, the 
Famous Five—Emily 
Murphy, Nellie McClung, 
Louise McKinney, Henrietta 
Muir Edwards & Irene 
Parlby—went to the 
Supreme Court of Canada 
to rule on whether the word 
“person” in Section 24 of 
the British North America 
Act of 1867 included female 
persons.  The Supreme 
Court decided that the 
word “person” did not 
include women.  The 
Famous Five did not give 
up the fight though and 
took their case to the 
Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council of Great 
Britain in London, which 
was then Canada’s highest 
court of appeal.   
 
On October 18th, 1929, Lord 
Sankey, Lord Chancellor of 
Great Britain, announced 
the decision: “The exclusion 

of women from all public 
offices is a relic of days more 
barbarous than ours. And to 
those who ask why the word 
‘person’ should include 
females, the obvious answer 
is, why should it not.”   
  
The Persons Day celebration 
is an annual event for our 
Club.  This year our keynote 
speaker is Senator Karen 
Sorensen, who is a former 
resident of Orangeville, and 
is an accomplished 
community leader with 
experience working with all 
orders of government and 
the private sector.   
 
Ms. Sorensen was serving 
her 3rd term as Mayor of 
Banff, when she was called to 
sit in the Canadian Senate.  
She was born and raised in 
Orangeville, Ontario, 
graduated from ODSS in 
1978 and holds a Bachelor of 
Arts from the University of 
Guelph. 
 
 

Canada’s 92nd Persons Day 
With Senator Karen Sorensen 

 
This event is free but you 
must register in 
advance.  Learn more 
about Senator 
Sorensen here.  Learn 
more about Persons 
Day here.  Complete 
your registration here.  
All are welcome! 

PERSONS DAY EVENT  

1 

with  
Senator Karen 

Sorensen 
 

WEDNESDAY 
October 20th 7 to 9 p.m. 

via ZOOM 
 

From the Orangeville Dairy 
Queen to the Senate of Canada… 

Listen to Sen. Karen’s 
inspirational journey – and learn 

about the Senate’s role in 
reviewing legislation that  
results from our decisions  

at the ballot box. 
Hope you can join us! 

 

OCTOBER | 2021 

Please complete your 
registration by 5 p.m.  
Tuesday October 19th. 

 

Winner of the Early Bird Draw was 
Liz Jansen!  Congratulations Liz!  The 
prize is Women on the Ballot by Betsy 
McGregor. 

 

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/famous-5
http://www.cfuworangeville.com/uploads/3/8/6/1/38612429/bio_for_senator_karen_sorensen.pdf
https://women-gender-equality.canada.ca/en/commemorations-celebrations/womens-history-month/persons-day.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMlcOyppzwiHN1_qUeew4T8FAFdR485-jOM
https://womenontheballot.com/
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