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Laura Robinson – Indigenous Day
Schools
On November 18th, we are grateful to have Laura
Robinson who will provide insights about the
history of Indigenous Day Schools. While the
issues with Residential Schools have been widely
reported on, less is known about the hundreds of
government-established day schools, even
though the same abuse was suffered, resulting in
the same painful legacies. Laura is a member of
Southport CFUW. She started covering
Indigenous issues as a journalist in 1990. When
Orangeville hosted the Ontario AGM in 2016,
Laura's film, "Niigaanibatowaad: FrontRunners"
on long-distance runners from residential schools
in Manitoba in the 1960s was screened.
Orangeville then hosted Laura and the film at the
library. Here's the trailer as a refresher:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BQuUEINC
JKs.
A ½ hour social will begin at 6:30 so everyone
can catch up and we can work out any technical
glitches before 7 p.m. Please contact Lori Ker if
you have questions about connecting to ZOOM.
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November is Women
Abuse Prevention
Month in Ontario
November 18th
ZOOM Meeting!

Guest Speaker
Laura Robinson
Here are the Meeting details:
Topic: CFUW Orangeville November Program
Time: Nov 18, 2020 06:30 PM Eastern Time
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82919420400?pwd=QmJ
vVUYvRGtXRW85bEhsODZsMlpmdz09
Meeting ID: 829 1942 0400
Passcode: 760429

The History of Indigenous Day
Schools
Wednesday November 18th
6:30 p.m. via ZOOM
Get comfy, bring your beverage
of choice, connect with your
CFUW-O friends and learn
something new!

.

Towards Parity in Municipal Politics – We did it!
Through a grant to the Town of Orangeville
(funded by WAGE Canada in partnership with
FCM), CFUW Orangeville & District
successfully completed one of twenty Towards
Parity Demonstration Projects in October 2020.
Despite pandemic-imposed cancellation of inperson Inspiring Women and Women’s Campaign
School events earlier this year, the project ended
strong with an Equal Voice-facilitated pop-up
virtual Campaign School event to celebrate
Persons Day 2020 on Oct 18.
Guest speakers for the pop-up Campaign
School included a heartfelt welcome from
Mayor Sandy Brown; a wonderful presentation
by Dr. Betsy McGregor on current women in
politics stats and encouraging tips for
prospective candidates; a ‘case study’ on the
journey of North Grenville Mayor Nancy
Peckford (and 10-year ED of Equal Voice) who

was elected Mayor on her first effort shortly
after relocating to a new town having never
run municipally before; and a panel discussion
that included Nancy along with Town of
Orangeville Councilors Debbie Sherwood and
Lisa Post who shared details on their respective
campaigns. We closed with video-taped
wisdom from former Orangeville Mayor Mary
Rose, the same presentation that was made at
IWD 2020 (watch it here). Facilitation by EV
Toronto Chair Yaelle Gang was on-point and
very professional. All feedback to organizers
indicates that the event was very well-received
by panelists and participants alike, with many
sharing how inspirational they found it.
Three lucky Campaign School participants
received a copy of Betsy’s new book, Women on
the Ballot, directly from Betsy herself – and two
others, Melissa Williams and Lindsay Lupton,
have been sponsored through the FCM grant

to attend Equal Voice’s National
Online Campaign School from Nov
3-27, 2020. We are pleased to
announce that residual FCM funds
(due to cancellation of in-person
events earlier this year) have
enabled us to purchase Betsy’s book
for the rest of the participants, with
a few to share with Orangeville
Public Library.
If you’d like to read the final FCM
grant report, contact Lynda Moore.

Other Advocacy Items
Canada-wide Early Learning and Childcare System: President Sachs has sent off advocacy letters to MP Kyle Seeback, Ontario
Premier Doug Ford, and MPP Sylvia Jones, asking them to ensure their party is committed to holding the federal government
accountable to following through on creating a Canada-wide early learning and childcare system. There’s never been a better time
than post-COVID-19 recovery for Canada to take the model from Quebec and implement it nationally!
Resolution Intents for 2021: Deadline is Nov 15. If you have areas of concern that you would like to have added to the CFUW
policy book, please let Lynn Cormier know asap!
Fall Advocacy Package: Through the Resolution process we participated in Spring 2020, CFUW has adopted eight new policies.
Check out the following Backgrounder, Take Action sheet, and template advocacy letters to guide us in our advocacy work. This is
a great reminder of the important work that you contribute to each year through our Resolution Dinner event in March. If you wish
to take the lead on preparing letters for CFUW-O President Elisabeth to send out on behalf of our club, please contact Lynda
Moore. The letter templates that CFUW National prepares for us are so thorough there’s little for us to do other than providing
contact info for our local representatives and having President Elisabeth email the letters to them.
1.Long-Term Care under the Canada Health Act
o Backgrounder & Take Action
o Template Letter
2.Long-Term Care - Protect the Vulnerable
o Backgrounder & Take Action
o Template Letter
3.Canada Health Act & National Standards for Medically Necessary Care
o Backgrounder & Take Action
o Template Letter
4.Payday Loans
o Backgrounder & Take Action
o Template Letter
5.Achieving the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action
o Backgrounder & Take Action
o Template Letter
6.Climate Emergency – Declarations and Action Plans
o Backgrounder & Take Action
o Template Letter
7.Protecting Children from Exposure and Access to Pornography and Sexual Violence
o Backgrounder & Take Action
o Template Letter
8.Enforcement of the Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons Act
o Backgrounder & Take Action
o Template Letter
16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence November 25 - December 10, 2020
CFUW's 2020 toolkit for the 16 Days of Activism has arrived! Click here to access the 2020 toolkit. From November 25th, the
International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, to December 10th, International Human Rights Day, the 16 Days
of Activism against Gender-Based Violence campaign can help put an end to violence against women and girls. CFUW clubs and
members can be trailblazers in their communities and across the country, contributing positively to end gender-based violence
(GBV). In this year's toolkit, you can find up-to-date information about GBV in the context of COVID-19, gun violence, Indigenous
women & girls, and GBV on Canadian campuses and ways you can take action to end gender-based violence.
CFUW has also created posters that you may download & print to post in various places in your community during the 16 Days to
raise awareness about gender-based violence. Click here to access these posters.

Wine, Women & Song!
Winner of the Early Bird draw for membership renewals was Judy Harvey. Congratulations Judy!
The Active Living Group went hiking at Monora Park on October 25th. Thanks to Martina Rowley for the pics!

CFUW National Communications Committee
As recommended by the CFUW Mediation Report of June 2020, the CFUW Board created a national Communications
Committee to develop a communications strategy to improve relationships within our organization and with the specific intent
of healing strained relationships.
The Mediation Working Group reached consensus on the following four points:
1. The CFUW is in need of better, more healing, constructive communication
2. There has been a problem with past confusion about information regarding GWI
3. There is a great deal of value in the CFUW continuing as a unified, strong, cohesive organization into the future.
Everyone involved wants the CFUW to continue as a single organization.
4. Collaborative, facilitated conversations, like the one undertaken by this Committee, are useful and should form part of
the practice of CFUW going forward.
These statements form a solid base upon which to build better communications within CFUW. The recently conducted National
Survey gave us a look at current levels of satisfaction and service. Now we need to hear directly from you, the members, on
these ideas.
Please JOIN US for a conversation as an information exchange and open discussion among CFUW members.
We will be convening on Zoom twice, using the same questions each time. Presidents, Club Executives, RDs, and club members
are welcome.
Please register in advance for one or both sessions.
•
Tuesday, November 24th – 8-10pm AT, 7-9pm ET, 5-7pm MT, & 4-6pm PT
•
Wednesday, November 25th – 5:30-7:30pm AT, 4:30-6:30pm ET, 2:30-4:30pm MT & 1:30-3:30pm PT
Registrations will be accepted up to November 23 at noon.
Thank you in advance for your participation.
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Ontario Council Speakers Series
November 21, 2020 10 AM – 12:30 PM

Please register by 5 p.m. on November 19th
Click here to register
Plenary
WOMEN IN THE COVID ECONOMY
st

The November 21 Speakers Series features three dynamic and respected speakers: Lorna Marsden CM
OOnt, Paulette Senior, CEO Canadian Women’s Foundation, and Carolyn Ferns, Public Policy/Government
Relations, Ontario Coalition for Better Child Care. The focus will be on how the COVID-19 pandemic has
affected women, specifically the status of women, violence/abuse against women, and child care.
Lorna Marsden will speak about the general impact of COVID-19, economic and otherwise, on Canadian
women. Lorna, who is a Member of the Order of Canada and a Member of the Order of Ontario, is a
Canadian sociologist, academic and former politician. She is the former President and Vice-Chancellor of
both Wilfred Laurier University and York University, and a former senator.
Paulette Senior, CEO and President of the Canadian Women's Foundation, will focus on the impact of COVID
on gender equity and gender-based violence. Paulette has worked with all levels of government and civil
society to address issues including poverty, housing, gender-based violence, immigration and social justice.
Carolyn Ferns will speak about how the pandemic has impacted women through a child care lens. Carolyn
worked for over ten years at the Childcare Resource and Research Unit, where she co-authored the Early
Childhood Education and Care in Canada series. Carolyn has a Bachelor's degree in Early Childhood
Education and a Master's degree in Early Childhood Studies. She is a member of the Board of Directors of
both Child Care Now of Canada and the Childcare Resource and Research Unit.
The presentations will be followed by a Q&A session when the speakers will address questions from the
audience. We encourage you to submit your questions in advance to Lisa Long, Chair of the Legislation
Standing Committee.
In September, the Ontario Chamber of Commerce published a report that may provide some context around
women in the COVID economy. The report, The She-Covery Project: Confronting the Gendered Economic
Impacts of COVID-19 in Ontario can be downloaded here.
Register for the November 21st speakers series here. After registering, you will receive a confirmation e-mail
containing information about joining the meeting. Please save your confirmation e-mail, as it contains your
individual link to the ZOOM meeting, which you'll need to connect on November 21st.
The October 3rd Speakers Series—Elder Care-Protect the Vulnerable—was well-attended with over 200 in
the ZOOM audience. The first Speakers Series of the 2020-21 year included 3 presentations that addressed
different aspects of Elder Care in Ontario. Click here to view the presentations, and the reports from the
Ontario Council Standing Committee Chairs for Education, Legislation and the Status of Women & Human
Rights.

Membership Milestone Anniversaries
Congratulations Ladies!
35 Years! Olwen Chaubal

20 Years! Janet Vanderploeg

15 Years!

Cathy Campbell

Nell Gallagher

Helena Mervart

Karen Nevitt

Mary Sullivan Tate

10 Years!

Anne Bathurst

Kersty Franklin

Ilona Love

Fern Pugh

Joanne Whyte

Upcoming CFUW Events
November 11, 2020 @ 7PM ET
CFUW Southport – The State of Ontario’s Long Term Care in a COVID Pandemic – What Needs to Change
Natalie Mehra, Executive Director of the Ontario Health Coalition, will speak about the lack of funding, poor training and reduced
options for long term care, and how we can effect change. Guests are welcome. Email your request for a ZOOM link to Lesley Hall.
For more details, please see the ad on the next page.
November 11, 2020 @ 7PM ET
CFUW Oshawa & District – “The Wreck of H.M.S. Speedy” The Tragedy That Shook Upper Canada
Brighton-based Dan Buchanan is an avid historian, genealogist and storyteller. He’ll share the story of a ship carrying an accused
murderer and the colony’s legal elite in 1804 that disappeared without survivors off Presqu’ile Point on Lake Ontario. Guests are
welcome. Email your request for a ZOOM link to CFUW Oshawa.

2020-21 Schedule for CFUW ZOOM Events!

November 16, 2020 @ 4PM ET
University Women’s Club of Toronto – “Lunacy: Life Begins At the End of Your Comfort Zone”
Ian Evans, adventurer and inspirational speaker, will share lessons he has learned in some of the world’s most extreme and
challenging environments, from the South Pole to the Australian outback. UWC Toronto welcomes all interested Ontario Council
members to register for this Zoom talk by sending an email to info@uwctoronto.ca.

November 18, 2020 @ 6:30PM ET CFUW-O’s 1st ZOOM Speakers Series!
CFUW Orangeville – The History of Indigenous Day Schools
See first page of newsletter for details.
November 21, 2020 @ 10AM ET
Ontario Council Speakers Series – Women in the COVID Economy
See above for details or go to the OC website to learn more and to register.
2021 – Happy New Year!
Your CFUW Orangeville Executive is busy developing a Virtual Speakers Program for 2021 using Zoom. It is hoped that members
can connect and interact with each other in this time of isolation and distance. Other clubs in Huron Region and Ontario have had
great success with their virtual speaker programs and we are hopeful that Orangeville members will be interested as well.
We are working on several program ideas including:
•
Hills of Headwaters Collaborative Ontario Health Team Co-chairs (January)
•
Deb Davidson and commemorative tattoos,
•
mental health and resilience in the pandemic,
•
others to be determined.
Programs will begin with a half hour social gathering so everyone can catch up and we can work out any technical glitches before the
speaker begins. Members are welcome to invite guests.
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CFUW Orangeville & District
E-mail: info@cfuworangeville.com
http://www.cfuworangeville.com

Advertising
To advertise in connections, send a copy of the ad (in JPEG format, please) to Ingrid Sproxton.
The cost for one ad is $10. For $50, you can put in an ad for one year (5 to 8 issues). Give or send
your payment to Cathy Campbell, Treasurer, 11 Rose Ridge Lane, Mono, ON L9W 5Y3. The
advertising deadline is the last day of the month preceding issuance of the current month’s
newsletter.

The Power of Women Working Together

NATALIE MEHRA

THE STATE OF ONTARIO’S LONG TERM CARE IN A COVID PANDEMIC
WHAT NEEDS TO CHANGE

Natalie Mehra has been the Executive Director of the Ontario Health Coalition for 20
years. She has built the Health Coalition into the largest public interest group on health care in the
province. She is a past Board Member of the Canadian Health Coalition where she spearheaded
numerous national campaigns to safeguard and improve single-tier public Medicare.
During the pandemic, we have seen the assault to our family and friends in Long Term Care due to
lack of funding, poor training and reduced options for better care. Natalie will speak to us about how
we can effect change.

Wednesday, NOVEMBER 11, 2020 at 7:00 pm
Virtual Meeting
Guests welcome. Email your request for a Zoom Link to
Lesley Hall at lchall684@gmail.com
Sponsored by
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