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Protecting Children from 
Exposure and Access to 
Pornography and Sexual 
Violence on the Internet – 
2020 

 
Adopted at the 2020 AGM 

 
RESOLVED, That the 
Canadian Federation of 
University Women urge 
the Government of 
Canada to further 
investigate avenues and 
develop effective policy 
to limit children’s ability 
to view pornography 
using internet or mobile 
technologies;  
 
RESOLVED, That the 
Canadian Federation of 
University Women urge 
the Government of 
Canada to update 
current laws to limit 
children’s ability to view 
pornography using 
internet or mobile 
technologies and to 
require all forms of 
media, including on-line 
platforms, to limit the 
access of minors to 
sexually explicit and 
violent images and 
videos.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

331 Cooper St. 
Suite 502 

Ottawa, ON K2P 0G5 
Tel. 1-613-234-8252 

www.cfuw.org 

 

Background 
While pornography has been around for decades, it has drastically changed with 
the introduction of the smart phone and high speed internet. Of the 115 million visits 
per day to Pornhub in 2019, 77% of them were from smartphones, according to an 
annual data review. According to the American College of Pediatricians, in a 2010 
survey, a third of children claim that their first exposure to online porn was at or 
under the age of 10 years old. The issue of the viewing of online sexually violent 
videos by children is a worldwide epidemic. We would like to minimize the harm to 
children and society as whole through education, technology, and public policy. 
Currently, only the territory of Nunavut considers children’s exposure to 
pornography as grounds for intervention in child protection legislation.  This lack of 
provincial and territorial legislation pertaining to children’s exposure to pornography 
points to the need for a federal framework to guide provincial oversight on limiting 
pornography access to minors. 
 

Quick Facts 
• Online pornography usage and its concomitant sexual violence have 

skyrocketed in recent years. According to culturereframed.org, the leading 
resource on the subject of pornography states: 

o One-third of young people have seen porn by age 12 
o 88% of scenes in top-rated films contain sexual violence against 

women 
o 35% of all internet downloads are pornographic 
o 20% of sexts are photos of children, mostly girls, 15 years or younger. 

• Of the 115 million visits per day to Pornhub in 2019, 77% of them were from 
smartphones 

• Exposure to sexually violent pornographic videos has a neurologically 
detrimental impact on the brains of young children and adults 

o At higher risk for maladaptive behaviours, psychopathology, show 
aggressive behaviours toward women, believe rape myths, minimize 
the harm of rape, and find sexual infidelity acceptable  

Relevant Legislation & Canada’s Obligations 
• 1968 Canadian Radio-Television and Telecommunications Commission 

(CTRC):  
o an organization to regulate and supervise broadcasting and 

telecommunications in the public interest. 

• 1985 Criminal Code Section 163(8):  
o material is deemed obscene if a dominant characteristic of it is the 

undue exploitation of sex or sex combined with crime, horror, cruelty 
and violence.  

• 1985 Criminal Code Section 163(1):  
o the sale of hardcore pornography is illegal to anyone under the age 

of 18 (19 in some provinces) 
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Take Action 
 

• The Canadian Federation of University Women urges members to be 
aware of Cybertip.ca where any person can report suspected cases 
of online sexual exploitation of children. 

 

• The Canadian Federation of University Women members meet with 
their local elected provincial and federal representatives to determine 
what their party is doing to support the protection of children from 
exposure to pornography and urge them to take action. 

 

• The Canadian Federation of University Women members should write 
to their local Member of Parliament (MP) regarding the important 
issue of child access to pornography and sexual violence on the 
internet. 

 

• The Canadian Federation of University Women endorses the 
education for children regarding what they are seeing is not sex but 
rather the filmed sexual abuse of a woman.  Explain that women as a 
whole do not enjoy abuse or rape.  Educate parents and guardians 
along with the education system that pornography is not watching two 
people have sex anymore. Pornography is perpetuating violence of 
women through hard-wiring men’s sexuality into requiring physical 
violence in order to find the scenes sexually stimulating.  This is 
leaving women and girls vulnerable to violence within intimate 
encounters. One can choose to either be pro-pornography or pro-sex, 
but one cannot be both. 

 

• The Canadian Federation of University Women endorse the stance 
for the producers of the online content to be held to the same 
standards as TV and radio as overseen by the Canadian Radio-
Television and Telecommunications Commission (CTRC). Implement 
as soon as possible current laws that are designed to protect children. 
The laws are not currently being applied to the content as they were 
built to do. The laws are not currently being applied by law 
enforcement, the justice system, or by government who oversees 
these regulations. 

 
 
 


