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CFUW Ontario Council Constitution and Bylaws  
Proposed Amendments 2020 

 
The following amendments are recommended by the Constitution + Bylaws Committee: 

 
1. Article II – Purpose 

 
“1. Advocate for the advancement of the status of women, human rights and the common 
good in Ontario. 
3. Promote high standards of education in Ontario, lifelong learning and advanced study and 
research by women.” 

 
Motion: Remove ‘in Ontario’ from both sentences. 
 
Article II - Purpose statements would then read: 
“1. Advocate for the advancement of the status of women, human rights and the common 
good. 
3. Promote high standards of education, lifelong learning and advanced study and research 
by women.” 
 
Rationale: 
Removing Ontario helps clarify the activities of Ontario Council that will typically include 
work in partnership with other provincial CFUW councils and/or other organizations. 
 

2. Clause #2.10 Committees 
  
Motion: Add the Constitution and Bylaws Committee to the list of Standing Committees.   
 
Clause #2.10 would then read: 
“Standing Committees shall include: 
a) Finance; 
b) Resolutions; 
c) Governance; 
d) Advocacy; 
e) Education; 
f) Legislation; 
g) Status of Women and Human Rights and 
h) Constitution and Bylaws.” 
 
Rationale: 
It is recommended that there be a standing committee (as opposed to ad-hoc) to review and 
manage bylaw amendments submitted by membership or committee.  

Committees are an important part of a board’s fulfillment of its governance role. The 
general rule is that a board establishes the committees that it requires to assist with 
the work of the board and as such all committees report into the board.  Standing 
Committees are typically defined in the organization’s bylaws and are expected to 
have a level of permanency (as opposed to ad-hoc) and will assist the board in its 
work like any board committee.  
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3. Clause #8.01 Membership 
“Members of the Corporation shall be the CFUW Ontario Council Clubs, the CFUW Ontario 
Council Immediate Past President and the Board Directors.” 
 
Motion: Correct this clause by removing ‘the CFUW Ontario Council Immediate Past 
President’.  
 
Clause #8.01 would then read: 
“Members of the Corporation shall be the CFUW Ontario Council Clubs, and the Board 
Directors.” 
 
Rationale: 
Membership is defined in the definitions (14. Member) and Clause #8.01 contradicts that 
definition by including immediate past presidents. Their vote could be challenged by the 
membership. 
 

4. Clause #9.09 Voting of Members 
 
“4. the Immediate Ontario Council Past President shall be entitled to one vote at any 
Members’ meeting in which they are present and remain members in good standing”.  
 
Motion: Remove the entire 4. 
 
Rationale: 
Membership is defined in the definitions (14. Member) and Clause #8.01 contradicts that 
definition by including immediate past presidents. Their vote could be challenged by the 
membership. 
   

5. Clause #8.07 Club Dues reads in part 
“1. CFUW Ontario Council Member Clubs shall pay annual, no-refundable, per capita dues 
calculated on the basis of the current year’s club membership as of the date specified by 
motion of the Board.  
3. Annual CFUW Ontario Council Member Club per capita dues shall be set at the Annual 
General Meeting.  
4. Written notice outlining any proposed change to the CFUW Ontario Council Member Club 
per capita dues shall be sent to all Clubs at least 45 days before the Annual General 
Meeting.” 
 
Motion: Remove ‘by motion of the Board’ from 1. Remove sentence 3. Change ’45 days’ to 
’60 days’ 
 
Clause #8.07 would then read in part: 
“1. CFUW Ontario Council Member Clubs shall pay annual, no-refundable, per capita dues 
calculated on the basis of the current year’s club membership as of the date specified.  
3. Annual CFUW Ontario Council Member Club per capita dues shall be set at the Annual 
General Meeting.  
4. Written notice outlining any proposed change to the CFUW Ontario Council Member Club 
per capita dues shall be sent to all Clubs at least 60 days before the Annual General 
Meeting.” 
 
Rationale: 
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Approval of a corporation’s membership dues is not a legislated membership right under the 
OCA and there is no requirement for Ontario corporations to seek approval of membership 
dues from the membership themselves. Karen Cooper, CFUW lawyer and other lawyers 
specializing in Corporation Law strongly advise against membership approval of dues. 
Board directors have a legal duty to the financial wellbeing of the corporation and must act 
in the best interests of the Corporation.  Members are not bound by the same legal 
requirement and can act in their own best interests.  Members currently have the right to 
vote against a membership dues rate and could cause financial hardship for the corporation. 
 
The board is looking to establish a procedure for dues amendment together with the 
Finance Committee that would provide member transparency.  It could include some sort of 
consultation prior to adopting changes. 

 


