
 

 
 

Housing for All in Ontario 
 
Housing for all through sustainable and mixed urban development in Ontario 
CFUW Ontario Council policy adopted May 2018 
 

RESOLVED that the Ontario Council of the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW 
OC) urge the Government of Ontario and municipal governments to cooperate through laws, 
bylaws and policies to guarantee that plans for redevelopment and new development for 
housing, and land use intensification, ensure that a full range of mixed income housing be 
integrated in urban communities. 
 
RESOLVED that the Ontario Council of the Canadian Federation of University Women 
(CFUW OC) urges the Government of Ontario and municipal governments, in cooperation with 
First Nations, to ensure that, where urban areas expand beyond current boundaries, urban 
growth is sustainable and protects parks, crown lands, First Nation communities, river basins 
and wetlands, farm lands and designated green spaces. 

 
 
Introduction 
This resolution was prompted by several housing related concerns. 
 

• The identified "housing crisis". Many struggle to purchase a home or find affordable rental 
accommodation to meet their needs and budget. 

• Concern for the many vulnerable populations who are homeless or at risk for homelessness: 
o People living with mental illness and / or physical disabilities,  
o Women fleeing domestic abuse or trafficking 
o Racialized people including the urban indigenous,  
o Anyone transitioning out of shelters who need services and supportive housing or 

subsidized housing. 
• Refugee resettlement - finding affordable accommodation for refugee families who often have 

several children. This has been a wake up call on how little is available. 
• Concern about urban spread as the population grows. Will it affect the Green Belt and other 

designated green space, essential to sustaining a healthy environment? 
• Concern about redevelopment in existing communities. Will lower income residents be pushed 

out due to gentrification? 
• Keeping communities 'livable' as population density increases. 
• Ensuring people or groups of people are not ghettoized. 

 
Adequate housing is recognized as a human right. Factors including the gender wage gap highlight that 
this is also women's issue.  
 
According to the 2017 Campaign 2000 Ontario Report  (Campaign 2000, 2017), lone parent families, 
of which 28.7% live in poverty, continue to be lead primarily by women. Shockingly, the median annual 
income of these women is $18,550 less than male lone parents. With increasing housing costs, low 
vacancy rates and a shortage of available subsidized housing, many families live in sub standard 
housing or have little left after paying for accommodation to cover other expenses such as food.  
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Advocacy: Acting Locally  
Municipal or local government is undoubtedly where things happen in terms of planning and housing. It 
is the community that experiences the impact first hand. Whether you are attending a council meeting 
to speak out on a major housing development or supporting a transitional housing residence in your 
neighbourhood, there will be opportunities to step in and advocate. 
 
Local advocacy should always be driven by the spirit of the CFUW Ontario Council Housing for All 
policy. The goal is to ensure affordable housing for all, according to one's circumstances, whether 
market or non-market. Key is the integration of all types of housing in your city to foster a sense of 
community, safety and access to services.   
 
What you need to know locally: 
Ontario's Housing Continuum (MAH, 2011) provides a helpful basis for understanding the full range 
of housing required for healthy urban centres. With the shifting urban landscapes involving 
development, redevelopment, upgrading / retrofitting and restructuring dysfunctional and decaying 
social housing projects in large urban centres, there are many points at which advocacy might be 
required at the municipal level. 
 

 
Land Use Planning Guides:  
A series of Citizens' Guides to Land Use Planning are available online. There are 9 on various 
topics. For a list with links to each, visit the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing’s (MAH) website : 
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page338.aspx  
Number 2 covers Official Plans. 
Number 6 covers the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal through which individuals or groups can express 
their interests. 
Number 7 deals with Northern Ontario, where due to its size and the propensity of crown land, the 
planning is shared through three authorities. 
 
Your community’s Official Plan:  
Every municipality has an Official Plan which should be posted on the municipality's website. Has 
Inclusionary Zoning (IZ) been incorporated into your city's plans? See the MAH's information on IZ: 
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page13790.aspx.  
Note: IZ is not mandated. Parameters such as thresholds are determined by the municipality.  

http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page338.aspx
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page13790.aspx
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Core Housing Need:  
See the data for your location. There is a breakdown by city: 
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/chn-biml/index-eng.cfm 
The Homeless Hub is also a source of data. See:  http://homelesshub.ca/communityprofiles for a 
breakdown by city & county providing extensive data such as number of homeless, rental costs, 
Ontario Works caseloads, etc. 
 
Renter Protection 
There are provincial limits on rent increases. However, landlords can exceed this limit through the 
Above Guideline Rent Increase (AGRI) for the purpose of significant renovations and repairs. It is not 
surprising that this can be abused; there have been two recent cases in the GTHA where renters 
argued that the nature of the repairs were not significant. Renters can appeal through the Landlord and 
Tenants Board of Ontario: http://www.sjto.gov.on.ca/ltb/. The cap for 2019 is 1.8%. 
 
Suggested Actions for Clubs: 
This of course depends on needs in your community and situations as they arise. Here are 
suggestions. 
 
Education & Outreach (Club Members or Broader Community) 
Is there is a social housing renewal project in your community? Invite a speaker such as a planner, 
councillor or a residents' association representative to speak about the plans, challenges and goals of 
the project. Organize a site visit. Tour a service provided such as a childcare centre, community 
garden, etc. Attend a community event. Check if there are needs to which your club could contribute. 
 
Support and / or partner with a housing service provider in your area. Examples are:  YWCA or the 
local Indigenous Friendship Centre.  
 
Support renters in a complex at risk due to a rent increase, if you support their arguments.    
 
If there is community backlash due to, for example, a proposed residence for people with mental 
illness, be prepared to offer education to your members and or the public. The needs of people with 
mental illness are on a continuum; housing required depends on the level of need. For example, 
Supported Housing offers both housing and support, with staff on hand in the residence. Supportive 
Housing offers independent apartments or housing cooperatives where support may come from outside 
of the home through case management and other social services. It is also used by the government to 
house very low income people. The public often panics due to a fear of the unknown resulting in 
NIMBYism; the importance of public education should not be underestimated. 
 
Advocacy 
Locally housing can be handled by the municipal, regional, district or county governments. This page 
from the Association of Municipalities Ontario will tell you what level your community responds to. 
https://www.amo.on.ca/AMO-Content/Municipal-101/Ontario-Municipalities.aspx 
  
Meet with your councillors/aldermen to discuss needs in your community, specific projects, etc. Point 
out needs or problems you have identified, such as the need for more affordable, safe and convenient 
housing for seniors. If gentrification threatens current residences, advocate for subsidized housing units 
in the community. Advocate to save old housing stock that can be renewed or upgraded or ensure 
affordable options are included in new buildings. 
 
Attend local government meetings when housing issues arise. Prepare an oral and / or written 
submission. 
 

http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/chn-biml/index-eng.cfm
http://homelesshub.ca/communityprofiles
http://www.sjto.gov.on.ca/ltb/
https://www.amo.on.ca/AMO-Content/Municipal-101/Ontario-Municipalities.aspx
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Is there a need in your community for: 
• Housing for seniors? 
• Housing for LGBTQ2SA youth who need a safe environment and are at serious risk for 

homelessness? 
• Housing for the mentally ill? 
• More co-operative housing? 
• Shelters for victims of violence? 

When the opportunity arises, participate with other stakeholders in the community engagement process 
with municipal and local planners to ensure your voice is heard. 
 
Advocacy: Provincial Level 
Ministry: 
Currently the ministry responsible is the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MAH). Check the 
MAH website for any policy developments http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/index.htm. Contact your local 
MPP if you have any concerns or even any suggestions.  
 
Sustainable Growth:  
Ontario has four land use plans that protect the environment and offer plans for controlled, sustainable 
growth: the Greenbelt Plan, the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, the Niagara Escarpment Plan 
and the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe. Any changes that could negatively affect the 
intent of these plans could be a focus for advocacy. 
 
Association of Municipalities Ontario  
Housing in Ontario: A Primer for AMO Members 
https://www.amo.on.ca/AMO-PDFs/Reports/2017/OverviewofHousinginOntario20170127.aspx 
Ontario is the only province where social housing is a municipal responsibility.  
 
Federal Support to Provinces: 
The Enhanced Federal - Provincial/Territorial Partnership  
Depending on the fund, municipalities, community housing providers and the construction industry may 
apply for funding for building community housing, affordable housing, shelters, etc. as well as for repair 
and renewal. This strategy has however given more control to the federal government, at least 50% of 
the federal funding is through this Enhanced Federal - Provincial/Territorial Partnership. The federal 
government, through the National Housing Co-Investment Fund, also now has more control over 
funding new affordable rental, previously a provincial role, through actively selecting proposals, 
entering agreements and monitoring. 
 
National Housing Strategy, 2017. A Place to call Home.  
The CMHC holds responsibility for this.  
Consult: https://www.placetocallhome.ca  
The How Does it Work? page summarizes the funding breakdown: 
https://www.placetocallhome.ca/how-does-it-work.cfm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/index.htm
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&ved=2ahUKEwjV0bSzx9bdAhUIzoMKHW2kCL8QFjACegQICRAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amo.on.ca%2FAMO-PDFs%2FReports%2F2017%2FOverviewofHousinginOntario20170127.aspx&usg=AOvVaw0UGNfpBNx753ZSgPFrZBRK
https://www.amo.on.ca/AMO-PDFs/Reports/2017/OverviewofHousinginOntario20170127.aspx
https://www.amo.on.ca/AMO-PDFs/Reports/2017/OverviewofHousinginOntario20170127.aspx
https://www.placetocallhome.ca/
https://www.placetocallhome.ca/how-does-it-work.cfm
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References & Resources 
Advocacy Centre for Tenants Ontario. https://www.acto.ca/ See its recent report Where Will We Live? 
Ontario's Affordable Rental Housing Crisis. 
Association of Municipalities Ontario (2017) Housing in Ontario: A Primer for AMO Members 
Ontario is the only province where social housing is a municipal responsibility.  
 

Campaign 2000. Family Service Toronto. (2017). Ending Child and Family Poverty is not negotiable: 
Building Stronger Foundations for Ontario Families. Retrieved from: https://campaign2000.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2017/11/ReportCardOntarioNov212017.pdf 
Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC). https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca 
CMHC is a good source of data: Household Characteristics, Housing Market Data, etc. Example: 
Incidence of Urban Households by Core Housing Need by province and further, by Census  
Metropolitan Areas. 
 

Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC). https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca  
CMHC also offers housing definitions. see: https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/nhs/guidepage-
strategy/glossary 
 

Evergreen. https://www.evergreen.ca Its mandate is to make cities flourish and includes housing. It is a 
good organization for visioning. One of the projects involves Mid Sized Cities. 
Homeless Hub. http://homelesshub.ca A useful portal. Offers Community Profiles, Ontario, for data 
from centres across Ontario. 
Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing. (2011). Municipal Tools for Affordable Housing. 
Retrieved from: http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/AssetFactory.aspx%3Fdid%3D9270 
Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing. (2014). Provincial Policy Statement: Under the 
Planning Act. Retrieved from: http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/AssetFactory.aspx?did=10463 This offers a 
section with definitions such as: Affordable; Cultural Heritage Landscape; Development; Intensification; 
Planned Corridors; Prime Agricultural Land to name a few. 
Ontario Non Profit Housing Association (ONPHA) http://onpha.on.ca Primarily for members, but 
includes advocacy tips and useful general information. 
Wellesley Institute. http://www.wellesleyinstitute.com  Its mandate is advancing urban health which 
includes housing. A source of excellent research based reports. 
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&ved=2ahUKEwjV0bSzx9bdAhUIzoMKHW2kCL8QFjACegQICRAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amo.on.ca%2FAMO-PDFs%2FReports%2F2017%2FOverviewofHousinginOntario20170127.aspx&usg=AOvVaw0UGNfpBNx753ZSgPFrZBRK
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