
HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
 
This has been a concern of CFUW Ontario Council’s for a number of years. Some of 
our clubs do not need to be told that most young women sex trafficked in Canada 
are Canadian. They have seen it, heard about it, in their own towns. 
 
During this past year Linda Davis of CFUW London, and President of BPW Canada, 
alerted us to Project ONRoute , a sex trafficking awareness campaign highlighting 
the 400 highways. Kelly Franklin of Courage for Freedom had initiated this, 
concerned about the exploitation of young girls in south-western Ontario. 
 
Therefore we were very pleased when Joy Smith, retired MP and MLA, founder of 
the Joy Smith Foundation, agreed to speak to us about her work concerning sex 
trafficking at the national CFUW AGM in Winnipeg.  It was while she was a teacher 
that her son, a police officer with the Integrated Child Exploitation Unit, told her of 
the situation concerning child sex trafficking. Concerned about this, Joy first began 
with seminars for parents, and then she then entered politics to affect change.  As a 
MP she introduced two pieces of legislation – one to create a National Action Plan to 
Combat Human Trafficking and another to stop the use of the internet for trafficking 
purposes. 
 
For this talk, Ontario Council created a backgrounder with information and links 
that might be of value to clubs wishing to follow up. 
 
At the same time, Project ONRoute is continuing but under another name.  This year, 
2019-2020 it has been renamed Project Maple Leaf. Similar to ONRoute, the actual 
campaign goes from Feb. 22, Human Trafficking Awareness Day in Canada until July 
30, 2020, World Day Against Trafficking in Persons.   
 
If you would like to get involved in this awareness project, please connect with Teri 
Shaw, CFUW Ontario Council Advocacy Chair at advocacy@cfuwontcouncil.org  
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