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In January 2018, Rosemary Ganley was appointed to the Gender Equality Advisory Council, a 
Canada-initiated committee of 18 internationally- active feminist women and one man, set up by 
the Prime Minister to examine the status of women and girls worldwide and issue a call to action 
to the G7 leaders. The Council met virtually and twice in person to draft the 48 page report 
entitled: Making Gender Inequality History. Despite the non-participation in the deliberations 
by one G7 country, much was accomplished by the G7 leaders, including $300 million for the 
education of girls and women in the global south.  Still, more needs to be done, including an 
assessment of our country’s needs and the needs and strengths of women and girls worldwide.  
For more information look at the 2017 UN Global Gender Gap Report. 
 
Rosemary will report about her involvement and the yearlong work on the General Council for 
the G7 meeting held in Charlevoix, PQ, in June 2018. 
 
Rosemary Ganley of Peterborough is a lifelong feminist activist and writer, who attended the 
Fourth UN Conference on Women in Beijing in 1995. She lived for six years in Jamaica and 
Tanzania, and with her husband John founded the development agency “Jamaican Self Help” in 
1980. She has published a book on this experience: “Jamaica Journal: the Story of a Grassroots 
Canadian Aid Organization’.  
 
Rosemary gave the Margaret Laurence Lecture at Trent on feminist theologies in 2011, and now 
writes a weekly column for the Peterborough Examiner. Her newest book “Positive Community” 
is a collection of 104 of these columns. She was assistant editor of the independent newspaper 
Catholic New Times in Toronto 2001-2006. Her writing has appeared in the Globe and Mail, the 
Toronto STAR, the Peterborough Examiner, the Green Teacher and Conscience magazine. 
 
Rosemary has three sons and eight grandchildren. She has been inducted in to the Peterborough 
Pathway of Fame. 
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https://youtu.be/azfPtPyXWtk  

https://g7.gc.ca/en/g7-presidency/gender-equality-advisory-council/recommendations/
https://www.weforum.org/reports/the-global-gender-gap-report-2017
https://youtu.be/azfPtPyXWtk

