
 
2018 CFUW Spring Dinner – Tuesday April 17, 2018 

 

 
You are invited to attend the 2018 Spring Dinner hosted by the Vaughan 
Chapter of the Canadian Federation of University Women. 

  
Date:  Tuesday April 17, 2018 

 
Place:  Da Vinci Banquet Hall, 5732 Hwy 7, Woodbridge (1 block west of 
Martin Grove Road) 

Use the entrance at the south-west corner of the building. 
 

Time:  Doors open at 5:30 p.m.  Hors d’oeuvres will be served and bar 
will be open.   

Dinner is at 6:30 p.m.  A three course sit-down dinner will be served. 
 
Cost:  $50.00 per person (a portion will go to the CFUW Vaughan 

Education Fund) 
 

Guest Speaker:  Ted Barris 
 

Topic:  ‘The Great Escape: A Canadian Story’ 
  
It’s the war story we think we know … but don’t! 

At the mere mention of The Great Escape, people automatically think of a German POW camp, Second World 

War, tunnels Tom, Dick and Harry, Steve McQueen on his motorcycle in the 1963 Hollywood movie, and American 

know-how.  Right? 

Wrong! The Great Escape is not an American story. It's not even a British story. Ted Barris’ book title clarifies - 

The Great Escape: A Canadian Story. And that's because the POW who designed the tunnels, the principal 

tunnel excavators, the chief of security, the chief of diversions, one of the intelligence chiefs, one of the forgery 

chiefs, among the organizers of the sand disposal team (called "penguins"), the duty pilot (cataloguing every person 

coming/going through the main gate), and the custodian of "the canary" (the secret short-wave radio) inside Stalag 

Luft III ... were all Canadian! 

So, the story that everybody thinks they know, now finally gets the proper telling - based on Barris’ many years of 

interviewing, research and acquisition of diaries, letters, documents and never before seen photography. 

Ted Barris is a Canadian writer, journalist, professor and broadcaster. He writes a weekly column, "The Barris Beat", 

and is a regular contributor to The Globe & Mail and The National Post.  Barris has travelled throughout Canada on 

various assignments, alternately working for CBC Radio and National Public Radio, as well as appearing on television 

programs as host and broadcaster.  Barris is a professor of journalism at Toronto's Centennial College.  His non-

fiction works focus on Canada's military heritage. He has authored 17 books. 

Don't miss this opportunity for a great evening with your CFUW friends and family. 

 
 

For tickets, please contact Joan at (905) 893-8081 or Kate at kateford@live.ca 
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