EARLY LEARNING AND
CHILD CARE UPDATE 2017-2018
WHAT’S HAPPENED DURING 2017
Consultations concerning early learning and child care were held by the Ontario government during the winter of 2016-2017
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From CFUW Ontario Council comments to the Consultation Jan.31, 2017
CFUW Ontario Council supports “a quality, universally accessible and comprehensive early
learning and child care program which emphasizes the development of the whole child. Funding
for this initiative should involve all levels of government through cost-sharing mechanisms, as in
other human services such as health, education and social programs” (CFUW policy adopted 2006)
To CFUW Ontario Council
§ Accessible means affordable, universal, available, flexible and equitable
§ Quality means play-based learning with age and culturally appropriate educational materials, a
stable workforce, standards and regulations
§ Funding means subsidies for families, stable funding for providers, funding for the provinces.
A high-quality early years and child care system is about well-trained, well paid, compassionate and
caring staff who are engaged with children and families. Appropriate staffing is combined with an early
learning program based on sound pedagogy and funded through a cost-sharing plan similar to health.
Programs are to be provided by a not-for-profit service provider within a safe environment, structured
by evidence-based practice and appropriate regulations.
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Ontario’s Renewed Early Years and Child Care Policy Framework was subsequently announced June 6:
The framework has seven action items:
§ Access:
- 100,000 more spots for children aged 0-4 over 5 years,
prioritizing not-for-profit child care, that is culturally relevant;
- supporting Indigenous communities;
- providing base-funding for the licensed home child care
(starting in 2018) and
- integrating Ontario's existing child and family programs into
a single suite of services named Ontario Early Years Child and
Family Centres, or ‘hubs’
§ Affordability:
- added subsidies;
- plans to create an Affordability Strategy
§ Inclusion: for children with special needs

§
§
§
§

An Early Years Workforce Strategy to support the caregivers with wage enhancements and professional development
Determination through research of a definition of quality is in the Early Years
Outcomes and Measurement Strategy with annual reports and five-year outcomes
Public Awareness of what is available

The Multilateral Framework on Early Learning and Child Care was signed June 12
§ With the federal, provincial, and territorial Ministers Responsible for Early Learning and Child Care. Quebec does not
iii
sign on to these; as of day of writing Ontario, New Brunswick, P.E.I and Nunavat have signed on.
Ontario signed the Bilateral agreement with the Government of Canada June 16.
§ This formalized their terms with the Canadian government receiving $435 million over the next three years. This
money is to be used for those in need rather than universality.
Ontario Budget 2017
§ approximately $1.6 billion for child care, more than $200 million more than 2016. This is intended to create 24,000
more spaces, with more money for fee subsidies and wage enhancements.
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Ontario funds more support for before and after school care, Sept 21, 2017
§ Ontario requires all school boards to offer programs up to age 12. Caveat – “sufficient demand”
Federal Parental leave, in effect Dec.3, 2017,
§ Extended for federally regulated industries to 18 months, but with only 12 months of employment insurance
benefits and only for those eligible for those benefits.

CFUW ONTARIO COUNCIL:
Due to the government push on early learning and child care, Ontario Council has been very busy:
§

Backgrounder created for the clubs for the Early Years and Child Care consultations;

§

Comments were sent to the provincial consultations, Jan. 31, 2017

§

Margaret McGovern, the Ontario Council policy adviser and her Toronto Caucus team,
including Kathryn Wilkinson, National VP Education, have met with the Deputy Minister
Shannon Fuller twice;

§

The Deputy Minister was plenary speaker at the March 2017 Speaker Series, and she and one
of her assistants met with the Standing Committees in the afternoon;

§

Ontario Council was part of a campaign with the Ontario Coalition for Better Child Care,
supporting the 3 Big Ideas - an affordable fee scale; decent work for educators; and limiting
for-profit child care;

§

Sandy Thomson and Teri Shaw met with the Minister Indira Naidoo-Harris and two of her
policy advisers in July
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OTHER NGO REACTION:
Child Care Advocacy Association of Canada June 12, 2017 press release:
“ … welcomes … the agreement on early learning and child care but says the framework is not ambitious enough to address
the child care crisis facing so many families with young children. …
The framework requires that the first instalment of federal funds for child care be used to provide help only for high need
parents rather than all families, and it encourages spending on regulated child care but not exclusively.”
https://ccaac.ca/2017/06/12/for-immediate-release/
National Child Care Advocacy Summit, July 18, 2017
From their notes from the meeting:
"This (Multilateral) Framework falls far short of setting out a policy framework for the development of a Canada-wide
universal, affordable, high quality, inclusive early childhood education and care. It will expand the patchwork approach to
addressing the child care needs by setting out only vague requirements of governments to spend federal funds in a way that
increases quality, accessibility, affordability, flexibility and inclusivity in early learning and child care.”
https://ccaac.ca/2017/08/30/national-child-care-advocacy-summit-july-2017/
OTHER COMMENTS:
Conference Board of Canada October 26, 2017
Ready for Life: A socio-economic analysis of Early Childhood Education and Care. Expanding early childhood education
(ECE) and care in Canada would provide sizable benefits, such as improving children's academic outcomes and future
wages, reducing income inequality and bringing many families out of poverty. The report finds that for every $1 spent on
expanding ECE enrolment of children under 5 years of age to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) average would yield close to $6 in economic benefits.
.… if Canada were to increase ECE rates – through kindergarten, pre-kindergarten or licensed child care programs - to the
OECD level (average of 70% for children 2-4 rather than our current 58%), this would result in approximately additional
76,500 women in the workforce which would boost household incomes, generates greater spending and higher GDP. As well,
both the provincial and federal governments would collect more tax revenues. … Many of the women involved, being singleparent families, would also be lifted out of poverty. …As well, the “impact from ECE on kids in elementary school is positive.
On balance, young children show improvement in a range of indicators from school readiness to academic achievement.
It is proposed that provinces where full-day programming is already available to children aged 4 and 5 should plan to extend
the provision to 3-year-olds.
http://www.conferenceboard.ca/temp/948c462e-b6b8-46d8-b715-fdf672790a27/9231_Ready-for-Life_RPT.pdf

MOVING FORWARD in 2018
Regions and Municipalities:
New funding is now becoming available. How will this affect the services and the five-year plans? Each region is required to
prepare a five-year plan. Most regions will have theirs posted within their websites.
For anyone who wishes to follow this, the service providers have also been given Ontario Early Years Child and Family Centres
v
(2018) Business Practices and Funding Guidelines for Service System Managers, July 2017
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CFUW ONTARIO COUNCIL:
Now studying the changes created by both Ontario’s Renewed Early Years and Child Care Policy
Framework and the Bilateral Agreement. For those interested in learning more, connect with Teri
Shaw, Advocacy Coordinator at teri.c.shaw@gmail.com

Margaret McGovern, Ontario Council’s policy adviser on ELCC, plus other members of our advocacy
team, will be meeting with Shannon Fuller, the Assistant Deputy Minister in the new year to learn of
more developments.

ELECTIONS:
Ontario
Municipal
Canada

June 7, 2018
Oct. 22, 2018
Oct. 21, 2019

i CFUW OC Early Years and Child Care submission https://www.dropbox.com/s/cixxud2u053pdc6/2017-01-30_CFUW-OC-Early-Yearsand-Child-Care-Consultation-correction.pdf?
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Ontario’s Renewed Early Years and Child Care Policy Framework http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/childcare/eyccframework.html

iii

Multilateral Framework on Early Learning and Child Care https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/programs/earlylearning-child-care/reports/2017-multilateral-framework.html
iv
More support for before and after school care offered https://news.ontario.ca/edu/en/2017/09/ontario-expanding-before--and-afterschool-care-for-families.html
v

Ontario Early Years Child and Family Centres (2018) Business Practices and Funding Guidelines for Service System Managers, July
2017 https://efis.fma.csc.gov.on.ca/faab/Memos/CC2017/EYCC8_attach_EN.PDF

www.cfuwontcouncil.org | info@cfuwontcouncil | www.facebook.com/CFUWOntarioCouncil
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