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Forty participants drawn from environmental organizations and ENGO's across Ontario were
invited to attend a People's Summit on the Great Lakes on May 16-17. The objective was to
bring together from across the Great Lakes - St Lawrence River Basin a broad range of
individuals and organizations working to protect and restore our waters and wetlands - to
connect, share ideas, identify, discuss, strategize and prioritize issues for action on government
policy and citizen engagement over the next 12 months. Organized and funded by the Canadian
Environmental Law Association (CELA), the event gave us all the opportunity to hear what other
groups are doing, and to share ideas and enthusiasm for shared focus and projects as well as to
evaluate where our efforts can be most effective and where we can work together to bring
about the changes we want in public policy.
Using an "Open Wall" process for brainstorming, everyone was encouraged to post their own
concerns and priorities (up to 5 of them!) on the wall. Similar themes were then grouped
together and 12 groupings chosen for further discussion and action-planning in smaller "round
table" settings. It was a really effective way of having everyone in the large group "heard" while
still coming up with 12 potential comprehensive plans to move ahead on.
Topics discussed included toxins, plastics pollution, wetland protection, watershed planning,
Lake Erie plan re algae, an assessment of where we are in the rehabilitation of "Areas of
Concern" (AOC's), follow-up on the implementation of the Great Lakes Protection Act, sewage
overflow spills and many others. You will notice that many of these are issues that CFUW
Ontario Council has commented on in our Briefs in the past. So follow-up is good - questioning
the government on whether they have in fact implemented all the great legislation that they
have passed.
The recommendations from the Summit will go back to CELA and be further refined. The full
minutes will come out at the end of June.
There will be a future meeting in October 2017.
Minutes and action plans from the Canadian Environmental Law Association (CELA) prepared by
Christine Peringer who facilitated the day can be found at
http://www.cela.ca/sites/cela.ca/files/1123The%20People%27s%20Great%20Lakes%20Summit%20Report%20-%20June%202017.pdf

