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What do Michael Hutcheon, Professor of Medicine, U of T, and Linda Hutcheon, Professor Emeritus of 

English, U of T, have in common? A love of opera. We’re going to go to the opera together starting in the 

16th century, and leaping wildly over hundreds of years, and across continents and oceans. As you’ll see, 

they have tickets for some of the most famous opera performances in history with a unique perspective 

that is a collaboration of interdisciplinary work on medicine, culture, literature, and music drama. 

Note: Michael and Linda will be presenting on Zoom. You may watch at Saint Thomas Church or join our 
meeting using the following link: 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81968213239?pwd=cGVtSithM0ZuUmlweFVNWlZHeTdJQT09  
 
Meeting ID: 819 6821 3239 Passcode: 322329 
 

Please wear your name tags at all meetings to help both new members learn your name and others who 

occasionally have difficulty with names. 
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Others:  Silent Auction – bring items to hall at 4:30 pm (see page 6 for more details about the Silent 

Auction); raffle of Christmas basket donated by Cathy W.; collect kids’ books for the Belleville Firemen toy 

drive; collect money and food donations for Gleaner’s food bank 

Tickets: there are no tickets but there is an entrance fee or $30.00 per attendee and your name will be 

added to the list of attendees upon payment. This fee needs to be paid before the party.  

Methods of payment: 

1. At the November meeting (cash or cheque) 

2. By e-transfer (indicating name and that it is for the Xmas party) to cfuwfinance@gmail.com  

3. Or by mailing or dropping off a cheque (payable to CFUW Belleville and District) to Lynn B. 

All members must let us know of their attendance by December 5 

President’s Report – Margaret G.  
 

In my first year as your co-President to have the benefit of ‘in person’ meetings 

has been a wonderful gift to begin getting to know each of you. I have had the 

opportunity to speak with many of you and to receive from some of you feedback and 

guidance, which has been very helpful and that I am truly appreciative of.   

This fall has again demonstrated that CFUW Belleville & District is strong & 

healthy. Our first, post COVID in person meetings were held in September and October 

and brought out large numbers of members to meetings.  Fellowship and fun was had 

visiting with old friends that we hadn’t seen in a long time, and making new friends as 

well. The energy in the room was palpable!  

A special thank you to Laura H. and Jane T. who have worked very hard to allow us to have hybrid 

meetings. So please join us at our November General Meeting either in person or on Zoom. We will be 

sharing with you the outcomes of our offsite Strategic Planning Meeting on November 8th at the Belleville 

Library; all members are welcome to participate in the planning meeting on November 8th at 1pm, just send 

me an email to confirm your attendance.  

Enjoy the fall colours while they are still with us, and I look forward to seeing you all at our 

November meetings. 
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GWI (Graduate Women International – Mary E. M.  

GWI in Canada is Thriving! 

I am pleased to report that Canada’s relationship with GWI is thriving again, after a period of uncertainty. 

At the national level, our new CFUW National President, Joy Hurst, who was previously the VP of 

International Relations and the new VP of International Relations, Barbara DuMoulin, are both strong 

supporters of GWI - and partnering in general with international groups of like-minded women on the topics 

such as women’s rights and education. 

At the club level there is a highly effective informal group of GWI supporters from across Canada who meet 

regularly. They may be informal, but they have developed an excellent partnership with CFUW National; 

together Canada is back on track as a major supporter of GWI. 

This year is particularly important because GWI only has an AGM every third year and this is it. CFUW club 

members from across Canada will be attending this Zoom meeting & Canadian led policy proposals have 

been developed and will be submitted to the triennial. This important meeting sets the direction and 

budget for the organization for the next 3 years. Sylvia T. is our club’s GWI Representative, and she will be 

attending on our behalf – thank you Sylvia! 

Speaking of budget, here is how our annual $110 per member fee is currently allocated: 

CFUW National Fees $55.90 

GWI Fees $30.10 

CFUW Ontario Council Fees $6.25 

CFUW Belleville Fees $17.75 

Total $110.00 

The good news is that GWI has forecast that their fees will only be going up to $31.16/member, a small 

increase of $1.06, which CFUW National says they can likely cover.  At every level I am amazed at how much 

is accomplished with such limited funding! 

Finally, here are three more ‘did you know’ facts that you might be interested in: 

1. Despite the fact that many fewer CFUW clubs now pay GWI fees Canada is still the largest NFA 

(National Federation or Association – essentially representing a country) and longest standing 

member of GWI in the world. 

2. The GWI organization has special consultative status with the United Nations Economic & Social 

Council and maintains official relations with UNESCO. They are the group that the UN partners with 

to organize the annual International Women’s Day events. Overall, they are also known as one of 

the most respected NGO’s that the UN works with because of the quality of their research & on-the-

ground initiatives. 

3. Beyond GWI, CFUW National’s International Relations Committee is increasingly working with 

CAMEUS (Canada, Mexico & the US), a North American group working on women’s rights & issues. 

Perhaps this is especially appropriate, given the darker times we’re living in. Women in particular are feeling 

the effects of deteriorating economic and societal realities around the world and recognize that a keyway to 

support each other is through building strong local, national and international connections. 
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Vice-President of Education & Advocacy – Carol F. 

An Environmental Minute…keeping the world in view. 

 

Preparing for Christmas Wrapping!  
 

Minimize wrapping this year by choosing an alternative way to present the gifts. 
 

▪ Many of the bags stores give out at Christmas can be used to present the gift 
under the tree. 

▪ If you purchase a gift in a box, leave it in the box and just cover with a cloth or blanket 
▪ Clothing items can be rolled up with a fine ribbon tied around it. 
▪ Small items can be hidden in the tree with a tag for the recipient to find. 

 
Here are some helpful suggestions to wrap those gifts with the world in view.  

 
▪ Buy gift wrap made from recycled paper 
▪ Save boxes, ribbons and gift bags from year to year 
▪ Use materials from around the house for gift wrap such as old maps, music pages, old 
posters, wallpaper scraps, fabric remnants, old pillowcases, kitchen towels, scarves. 
▪ Use children’s artwork…have the grandkids over to paint and make the wrapping 
paper on brown paper rolls. 

 
 

Past President – Lynn B. 

Governance/Archives 

The governance committee is complete. The committee consists of Lynn B., Susan P., and Margaret G. 

The first meeting was held on October 24 to discuss how to handle the archives. It was decided to break the 

problem into 2 parts: the historical archives and the go forward archives. 

Historical archives have been reviewed and catalogued by Judith Skelton. She has listed what is available in 

each category i.e., annual reports, financial reports, newsletters, minutes etc. and what is missing. Susan 

Pine indicated that she may have access to some of the items that are missing and will take the boxes of 

archives home and see what she can add.  

We are asking anyone who is holding on to old files to contact us and we can determine if the archives are 

missing them. So, if you have CFUW items kicking around in a box please deliver them to Susan Pine. Judith 

will help Susan determine where they go in the physical files. 

We will hold on to the physical archives to allow additions until the new year and then move them to the 

Belleville Community Archive at the library. 
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The Belleville Community Archive will take our archives. They will catalogue the contents and in addition to 

housing the archives they put the list of contents online. The club can add more content and have the right 

to sign physical things out.  

There is a choice whether to allow the public access to the items in the archives (the public can see the 

catalogue) or to keep it private to only the members of the club. The public may have access by asking 

permission of the club to view the actual items if necessary. The committee recommends to keep the 

archives private but available to the public by request to the club.  

There are 2 decisions to be made at the November meeting. 

The first is a motion that the historical archives of the Belleville and District CFUW be housed permanently 

at the Belleville Community Archives currently in the Belleville Public Library. 

The second is a motion to keep the archives private to the CFUW Belleville and District club members unless 

specifically asked for by someone from the public and permission is granted by the club executive. 

The go forward archives will be the discussion of further meetings.  

 

Vice President of Planning & Development – Jane B. 

The Book Sale.  I am happy to report we had a successful book sale.  Successful because members found 

books they had been wanting to read.  We collected $147:00 with donations for the general fund.  I was 

able to take 3-4 small boxes to the Alzheimer’s Society for their book sale. Winners all round!   

December Christmas Party.  This is the time we ask you to remember the local food bank and to participate 

in donating children’s books to the firemen’s toy drive.  Please bring your donation and books to the 

Christmas Party on 8th Dec.  If you are not attending the party and wish to donate, please email me 

janebermingham668@gmail.com or phone after Dec 1st 613-661-4177, for pick up or drop off. 

The Gleaners Foodbank is happy to receive whatever we give, but I think money or gift cards 

(remember FundScipt) allows them to shop for items they need often at discount prices. They 

will give receipts for money donations over $20.00 if you include your address and phone 

number.  The phone number is only used if cheques are handed in missing information like 

signatures.  

Ryan who organizes the Firemen’s toy drive is very pleased to receive our donation of 

books.  Ryan enjoys reading himself and tries hard to give every child on the list a book for 

Christmas.  Our donations really go a long way to making sure this happens.   These books 

do not have to be brand new as long as they are in good condition.  Some places to find 

good, used books may be second hand shops, yard sales, and often book stores have sales.   

Family Concert.  So far, we do not have a coordinator for the family concert.  If anyone is interested in 

taking this on and would like more details, please contact Mary M. or Margaret G. 
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CFUW December Silent Auction 

Once again, we will be holding a silent auction and raffle at our December holiday 

party. Last year was a great success, raising over $1200, money that helps members’ 

travel and conference expenses. 

To Donate: 

Bring items for the silent auction to the Grand starting at 4:30 pm. Members love to shop for great gift 

bargains. Some suggestions for donations include: 

• Baked goods, preserves 

• Hand crafts: knitting, quilting, woodworking, cards 

• Christmas decorations: wreaths, centerpieces, candles 

• Themed gift baskets, “party night”, “me time”,  

• Jewelry, accessories, artwork, pottery, plants 

• Boat ride, gourmet meal, 2 hours of organizing or gardening time 

If you are unable to attend, contact one of the convenors below and they will arrange to pick up your 

donation. 

To Shop:  

Purchases can be paid for by cash, e-transfer, or cheque.  

Thank you, Volunteers! 

Thank you to everyone who signed up to help the night of our party.  

2022 Silent Auction and Christmas Raffle Convenors: 

Patricia M.; Jo-Anne T.; Cathy W. 

  

Communications Officer – Carol S. 

Thank you to all who submitted newsletter information on time.  It is so much easier to format when I have 

a complete picture of all the material when I start to work on the newsletter.  

I want to wish Norma M. belated birthday wishes as she celebrated her 96th birthday in October. 

Correspondence:  

• A birthday card was sent to Margaret H. who celebrated her 95th birthday. 

• Sympathy cards have been sent to Margaret B. on the death of her husband, Peter and to Lenore B. 

on the death of her brother, Brian. 

Please send any information about significant events (90th birthdays, anniversaries, death of spouse or 

member’s child) in the life of members to Carol S. so that a card can be mailed, or notices sent to members 

There will be no Newsletter in December.  Items for the January Newsletter are due by 6:00 pm, Friday, 

January 6.  Please submit your information in Word, or Excel for financial reports, or in the body of an 

email.  Do Not send PDF files as that type of file may not fit the space as you have formatted.  
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Website, Facebook, Instagram – Jane T. 

Don’t forget to check our website, Facebook page, and Instagram page regularly to keep informed of our 

club happenings. Please send in write ups and/or photos of committee and interest group events. 

Please use my email address when sending items to me. 

 

Interest Groups – Jane B. 

Garden Tour Report 

The Garden Tour Committee is having the first meeting to lay plans for the 2023 Garden 

Tour on Wednesday, November 9th at 10:00 am, at the home of Barb D., Cty Rd. 3 

(Rednersville Rd.) 

 

We wanted to let everyone know of the upcoming meeting, and to make certain that we 

include everyone that might want to be part of this special group.  

 

Drop us a line or give us a call if you would like to join us.  The more the merrier.  

 

Karen M. & Irene H. 

Co-chairs, Garden Tour Committee 

 

Book Exchange 

 
If you love to curl up with a new book each month, this could be the Interest Group for you! There are no 

meetings; you get a new book every month; keep the last book; and -- there is a summer afternoon party in 

August – all for the low cost of $35. There are 46 members this year and we’d like to make it an even 48 – 4 

groups of 12. If you live in Belleville, we have two openings just waiting to be filled. You will receive your 

first book delivered to your door in November and then you’ll pass and receive a new book on the 3rd 

Wednesday of each month until next September. At the end of the cycle you’ll keep the last book. 

The books chosen by popular vote of members this year are: The Colony, The Northwest is Our Mother, 

Forgotten Home Child, Woman…Watching, The Diamond Eye, Off the Record, Looking For Jane, The Spoon 

Stealer, The Marriage Portrait, Pluck, Finding the Mother Tree, and Lessons in Chemistry. 

Please contact June B., Carol G., or Linda C. if you would like to join the Book Exchange, now in its 27th 

year. 

 

Crafts and Coffee 
 
Catherine O. demonstrated her embroidery machine at our October meeting by creating a pumpkin rug 
mug. We meet the third Tuesday afternoon of the month and new members are welcome. 
 

 
 
French Conversation  
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For our October meeting, we celebrated Halloween by trying to adapt our French vocabulary to describe 
amusing costumes or experiences. Lynn B. inspired us by providing a variety of light-hearted costumes, 
along with all the candy we could eat. (No tricks necessary.) The group is informal and we just do our best 
to keep the talk flowing. No report cards are issued. 
Our meetings are held on the last Monday of each month, starting at 1:30 in the afternoon. For November, 
that will be the 28th, which is the last Monday.  If anyone finds they have an interest in joining the group, 
please contact Marilyn J. either by email, or by telephone. 
 

Read the World at Lunch 
In October we enjoyed the book “Worn: a Peoples’ History of Clothing”, which gave a unique perspective on 
clothing by studying the fibers we wear from a historical, cultural, environmental and business perspective. 
 
  

Other Areas of Interest- Afghan Family 

Look at What’s on Offer! 

We are currently running a Prince Edward County Air B&B Raffle to support our Afghan family. Tickets are 

$20 each and the total value of the package is valued at well over $1,500! Check out the details in the 

poster below – and yes, winner takes all! 

Consider: 

• Purchasing a ticket for yourself… 

• Or for friends & family who would love a stay in the County (the Air B&B accommodates 6 people).  

• Might also make a great stocking stuffer! 
 

Oh, and if appropriate please pass this email on to others who you think may be interested – both 

individuals & groups you belong to. Thank you! A raffle is all about word of mouth. And people are 

interested! There is a limit on how many tickets we can sell and they are going briskly! 

 

 

 

Lastly, what is this fund raiser specifically for? You may or may not know that our Afghan family has been 

approved to come to Canada. Wonderful news!!! They are currently waiting for their final paperwork and 

then to be booked on a flight to come to Canada (which could take any where from weeks to months. You 

never know in the world of refugees!)  

Our plan is that this fund raiser will be used to pay for the family’s transportation costs to come to Canada - 

likely $20,000 which otherwise they will have to pay back - a burden that is very challenging given today’s 

high costs and the small monthly living allowance they are given.  It certainly impacts their ability to get on 

with things like education, to their and Canada’s detriment.  

 

 

Heads up! We’ll be selling tickets at the November 16th General Meeting. 
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