
Invitation to Fall Gathering 
 
CFUW Stratford will host the CFUW Southwest Ontario Regional Gather-
ing Conference on September 17 at Arden Park Hotel in Stratford. The 
objective of this event is to promote networking and cooperation among 
CFUW clubs in Southwest Ontario and throughout the province.  
 
The theme of the event is "Emerging from the Chrysalis of COVID".  The 
registration fee is $75 ($35 student members) and includes lunch and 
snacks. The registration period extends from July 15 to August 12. 
 
The program will feature three guest speakers exploring renewal and 

community engagement after two long years of pandemic.  
 
Anita Gaffney, Executive Director of the Stratford Festival, who has worked to steer the Festi-
val towards financial stability while supporting the artists, staff, volunteers, partners and audi-
ences who shape the Festival's success.  The public health crisis has brought about extraordi-
nary challenges and opportunities for the Festival, addressing both its survival  and 
reinvention. 2020 saw the Festival cancel its in-person season and build its digital capacity; 
2021 saw the Festival mount a season of 11 plays and cabarets outdoors under canopies and 
at the Studio Theatre; and 2022 sees the Festival returning to its four indoor venues with 10 pro-
ductions.  
 
Marva Wisdom is a dynamic woman who grew up in rural Jamaica, moved to Stratford, On-
tario, as a high school student, and raised her family in Guelph,Ontario. She has built a life on 
passion, social justice, and inclusivity. Marva Wisdom is a community leader who blends her 
personal and professional passions to help her clients and community build on the strengths of 
a strong and collaborative team. A highly respected and sought after facilitator and speaker, 
Marva, through her company, Wisdom Consulting, provides clients with the tools and courage 
they need to facilitate meaningful growth through leadership, effective engagement, diversity 
and inclusivity. 
 
Deanna Horton is a Senior Fellow at the Munk School of Global Affairs and Public Policy. Ms. 
Horton is a Global Fellow at the Wilson Centre for International Scholars in Washington, DC, a 
Senior Fellow at the Asia-Pacific Foundation, and at the Canadian Global Affairs Institute.  She 
is a Board member of the Stratford-Perth County Museum. She speaks French, Japanese, and 
German. 
 
Members of CFUW from across Ontario are invited to attend. For further instructions on how to 
register, please email Ruth Symons at cfuwstratfordtreasurer@gmail.com.  
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