
UPCOMING EVENTS

On Apri l  19, 2022, at 5:30 pm, our Zoom speaker wil l  be Canadian
novelist Genevieve Graham, the USA TODAY, Toronto Star and
Globe and Mail #1 bestsel l ing author of over a dozen books
steeped in Canadian history, love, and adventure. You may
already be famil iar with one of Genevieve’s most widely read
books, 2020’s “The Forgotten Home Child”,  based on the Brit ish
Home Child program in effect in Canada from 1869 to 1948.

In her talk to us, Genevieve wil l  tel l  us about her experiences in
writ ing this much-loved book, as well  as the other Canadian
historical f iction tit les she has published. Most exciting of al l ,
Genevieve wil l  introduce us to her next big sel ler,  due out in the
spring of 2022. It ’s a dazzling novel set during the Great War and
postwar Prohibit ion about a young nurse, a soldier and a family
secret that binds them together for generations to come. 

Join us on Apri l  19 to meet the author who states, “My passion is
breathing l ife back into history one story at a time”. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

ZOOM SPEAKER:  GENVIEVE GRAHAM
TUESDAY,  APRIL19 AT 5:30 PM 
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ZOOM SPEAKER:  AMANDA BITTNER
MONDAY,  MAY 16 AT 4:00 PM

Professor Amanda Bittner is a polit ical psychologist at Memorial
University of Newfoundland, whose focus of research is on
elections, voting and public opinion. The Royal Society of
Canada, which recently made Amanda a member, describes her
as Canada’s leading expert on how voters perceive and evaluate
party leaders and the impact those opinions have on elections. In
her talk, Amanda wil l  explore the dynamics of voters’  perceptions
of polit ical party leaders - both in the US, where voters get to
mark their ballots for their preferred presidential candidate, and
in parl iamentary democracies l ike Canada, where voters do not
have a direct vote for Prime Minister.

https://www.instagram.com/uwctoronto/
https://www.facebook.com/uwctoronto/


Russ ia ’s  invas ion of  Ukraine at  the end of  February is  shocking.
Since the f ight ing began,  hundreds of  c iv i l ians have been k i l led
and mi l l ions have f led the country .   Our thoughts  are with a l l
those who have been affected and we hope the f ight ing wi l l
come to an end soon.  The Club real ly  wanted to prov ide help so i t
has made a donat ion of  $5,000 to the Canadian Red Cross
Ukraine Humanitar ian Cr is is  Appeal  which supports  those
impacted by the ongoing cr is is  in  Ukraine.   

UWC has a MOU, the equivalent  of  a wr i t ten agreement ,  with the
Faculty  Club which is  dated 2011 .  The Faculty  Club not i f ied us
about two months ago the MOU would be terminated as at  June
30,  2022 so the benef i ts  and/or condit ions in  the agreement wi l l
no longer be in  effect  after  that  date.  We can cont inue as
members of  the Faculty  Club after  June 30,  2022 but without  the
MOU.  One of  the i tems inc luded in  the MOU was half  pr ice room
rentals  so as of  Ju ly  1 ,  2022 we wi l l  pay fu l l  pr ice for  room
rentals .   S ince the Faculty  Club reopened in  October 2021 and
again in  February 2022,  the Faculty  Club has let  us  use rooms at
no cost  when the rooms are not  in  use.    

The Faculty  Club’s  rev iew of  membership categor ies and fees is
st i l l  in  progress so we are not  yet  aware of  thei r  membership fees
which wi l l  be in  effect ive on Ju ly  1 ,  2022. Dur ing a discuss ion with
Alex Maggiacomo,  the Execut ive Di rector ,  at  the beginning of
March,  he said he thought membership fees for  our  senior
members ,  65 years  of  age and over ,  would stay the same or  may
even be reduced s l ight ly .  We wi l l  let  you know as more
informat ion is  avai lable.
  
With constraints  l i f t ing and the n icer  weather  upon us ,  we hope to
draw more members out  for  in-person events  a l though we wi l l
cont inue to have some events  on Zoom. For  example,  our  speakers
who are usual ly  arranged a long t ime in  advance,  wi l l  present  on
Zoom in Apr i l  and May.  In  June,  the speaker  wi l l  present  in  person
at the Faculty  Club.   

There are a lot  of  act iv i t ies  p lanned for  Apr i l ,  May and June
start ing with an out ing to the Gardiner  Museum on Fr iday,  Apr i l  8 .
Din ing out  returns in  May.  On May 30th,  our  Annual  General
Meet ing wi l l  be held in  person at  the Faculty  Club.  We haven’ t
met in  person for  our  AGM for  the last  two years!  On June 15th ,
we wi l l  be holding a recept ion for  our  scholarsh ip recipients .
Don’t  miss  the last  page of  the newsletter  with a calendar of  a l l
the act iv i t ies  for  the month.  I  have started to pr int  the last  page
and put  i t  somewhere v is ib le ,  l i ke my refr igerator ,  so I  can keep
track of  the act iv i t ies  dur ing the month.

I  look forward to seeing you soon.

-  Wendy
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https://www.instagram.com/uwctoronto/
https://www.facebook.com/uwctoronto/
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CLUB 
NEWS

UWC TORONTO

CONDOLENCES
Dorothy Bremner joined the UWC of Toronto in the mid-1980's
and was a most enthusiastic member for nearly 40 of her 98
years. She served on many committees and regularly enjoyed
interest groups and functions. Dorothy was one of the first to
become a l ife member of the club.

One of her favourite groups was Creative Writ ing.  Dorothy
fi l led several notebooks with articles she wrote. She was
always a generous contributor to our fairs. One of her sought-
after donations was the sock dolls she made from white socks
on which she embroidered eyes and a mouth. The dolls were
soft and fit comfortably into very small hands.

Dorothy was a nurse who taught nursing. She was an honoured
guest at annual nursing reunions.
We miss your cheerful countenance, Dorothy, and your
delightful sense of humour which added joy to our gatherings. 

-  Harolyn Panetta

NEW MEMBERS
We are delighted that Kathleen
Garner, Elaine Maclachlan, Denise
Martyn, Aziza Zareh and Cindy
Staffieri  have joined our club. We
hope to see them soon and often. 

LET'S  TELL  OTHERS!

As you know, one of the best ways to
get new members is word of mouth. If
you have a fr iend or two or a daughter
and her fr iend who might be interested
in becoming a member, please invite
them to some of our events. We have
so many activit ies, great speakers,
advocacy outreach and our fabulous
scholarship program. Now that COVID
is fading (hopeful ly from its existence
and from our memories) let ’s get
together to enjoy our events, our
projects and our fr iendships.

Welcome!

UWC TORONTO’S ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
MONDAY,  MAY 30TH AT THE FACULTY CLUB

Our Club’s annual general meeting wil l  be held on
Monday, May 30th, 2022 at the Faculty Club.  We look
forward to seeing al l  members there!

https://www.instagram.com/uwctoronto/
https://www.facebook.com/uwctoronto/


New Members Very Welcome!

Our low impact exercise classes have been
running for almost a year - every Tuesday
morning, from 9:00-10:00am, over Zoom. We
are now taking registrations for Apri l  (Apri l  5-
26, inclusive). The cost of the sessions is $40
total for al l  4 sessions, payable by e-transfer
to our instructor Sally Graves, at
renewwithsally@gmail.com. Sally wil l  forward
Zoom l inks every week to al l  participants.
Please email Sally if you have any questions
about the content of the classes. 

- Lucia McCurdy luciamccurdy@sympatico.ca
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PILATES |  TUESDAYS AT 9:00 AM 
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INTEREST 
GROUPS

Tuesday morning bridge is back at the Faculty Club.  We
start with a refresher lesson at 10:00 am, and then play to
12:30 pm. Some stay for lunch afterwards. Please join us! 
 
Contact Marianne Anderson with any questions -
ma_at_home@yahoo.com

- Marianne

BRIDGE |  TUESDAYS AT 10:00AM 

CLUB NEWS

ADVOCACY

The UWC Advocacy Committee has a taken
on a new direction and energy with a plan
to refresh the structure and work of the
Committee. This change builds on the two
years of work by committee members who
have made a strong effort to create a UWC
advocacy committee from scratch. Joining
Cecil ia as a Co-Chair is Cindy Bromley, and
together they brought an Advocacy
Committee refresh proposal to the UWC
Board of Directors on March 7, 2022, for
their review and approval.

A new space on the UWC web site, on the
password-protected Member Resource page, now
offers the ful l  refresh report and minutes from
each Advocacy Committee meeting. The
Committee wil l  work on revising its Mission
Statement and its Terms of Reference in the
coming months. Over t ime, the Advocacy
Committee web page space wil l  feature
information on init iatives by the committee
members along with opportunit ies for any UWC
members to join advocacy projects and
campaigns. We are working towards building a
stronger UWC focus on advocating for women
and gir ls. Stay tuned! 

- Cecil ia and Cindy

https://www.instagram.com/uwctoronto/
https://www.facebook.com/uwctoronto/
mailto:renewwithsally@gmail.com
mailto:luciamccurdy@sympatico.ca
mailto:ma_at_home@yahoo.com
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INTEREST GROUPS

MORNING BOOK GROUP ON ZOOM
THURS.  APRIL  7  AT 10:30 AM ON ZOOM 
All ’s Well  That Ends Well   by Wil l iam Shakespeare

In All ’s Well  That Ends Well ,  a woman is given in marriage
to the man she longs for, but, because she is of lower
rank, he refuses to accept the marriage. It  becomes her
challenge to win his acceptance.

Convenor Jean Thomson 416-421-2732 /
thomson149@yahoo.ca

Five Litt le Indians  by Michelle Good

Convenor Judith Lewis 416-653-4931 email
judithlynnlewis@gmail.com

EVENING BOOK GROUP ON ZOOM
WEDNESDAY APRIL  27 AT 5:00PM ON ZOOM

MAH JONGG | WEDNESDAY
APRIL  13TH AT 4:30 PM
For the next few months, unti l  the summer, we are
planning our Mah Jongg sessions for the second
Wednesday of the month. The next 3 dates are: April 13 ,
May 11  and June 8 ,  at 4:30pm. 

As always, al l  are very welcome, both experienced and
new players. Since we started in November, we have
introduced 8 new players to this wonderful game. 

If you are interested, please let Lucia McCurdy know,
and she wil l  include you in her Mah Jongg email l ist.  

- Lucia McCurdy luciamccurdy@sympatico.ca

https://www.instagram.com/uwctoronto/
https://www.facebook.com/uwctoronto/
mailto:thomson149@yahoo.ca
mailto:judithlynnlewis@gmail.com
mailto:luciamccurdy@sympatico.ca
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We are excited to announce that our monthly
International Dining group wil l  resume shortly!
Every month, on the first Wednesday of the month,
we go to a different restaurant in Toronto. Al l
members are welcome to join us, and are asked to
RSVP a week in advance to Haley.

The first dining out wil l  be Wednesday, May 4 at
6:00 pm, and we’l l  be going to Thai Basi l  at 467
Bloor St. West.  The restaurant is a few blocks west
of Spadina subway station between Major Street
and Brunswick on the south side of the street.

- Arlene

INTERNATIONAL DINING
WEDNESDAY,  MAY 4TH AT 6:00 PM 

April 4th Ice Walker: A Polar Bear’s Journey through
the Fragile Arctic by James Raffan

Masterful ,  vivid, and haunting, Ice Walker  is an utterly
unique piece of creative nonfiction and a deeply
affecting call  to action. 

April 25   A Town Called Solace  by Mary Lawson

Gripping and heart-warming, A Town Called Solace
careful ly uncovers the layers of grief, remorse and love
that connect famil ies, both the ones we're born into
and the ones we choose, and steadily bui lds towards
an assured, affecting and uplift ing ending. It ’s a
beautiful portrait of a small town, a l itt le gir l  and an
exploration of chi ldhood.

May 16:  Five Litt le Indians by Michelle Good

June 13:   Her Turn  by Katherine Ashenburg 

Convenor: Susan Freeman, email susgula@sympatico.ca

NEXT MONTHS BOOKS

THE NEW BOOK CLUB 
MONDAY,  APRIL  4  AT 7:00 PM
AT THE FACULTY CLUB 

https://www.instagram.com/uwctoronto/
https://www.facebook.com/uwctoronto/
mailto:susgula@sympatico.ca
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PLAN WELL AND SAVE YOUR HEIRS FROM GRIEF
THURSDAY APRIL  28TH AT 1:00 PM

This wil l  be the second of three workshops given by Li ly
Contento, a club member, on adding value to your home,
whether or not you are planning to move.

It ’s never too early to prepare and assemble important l ife
documents.  Putting your affairs in order may not be the
most upbeat task, but you’ l l  feel great comfort and
satisfaction once you’ve done it.   To make this task as
simple and easy as possible, this workshop outl ines ( in an
upbeat tempo) exactly what should be done to make your
heirs’  l ives easier.

- Li ly

OUT & ABOUT AT THE GARDINER MUSEUM
FRIDAY,  APRIL  8  AT 11:00 AM

Spring has arrived! It is t ime to get out and about with
friends old and new. Let’s enjoy a visit to the Gardiner
Museum fol lowed by lunch in the Clay Restaurant
upstairs! 

The current exhibit ion showcases Shary Boyle, who
works in sculpture, instal lation, drawing and
performance. Her exhibit is t it led Outside the Palace
of Me. Boyle represented Canada at the Venice
Biennale in 2013, and has performed and exhibited
extensively around the world.  

Our visit starts with an 11:00 tour of the Shary Boyle
exhibit ion fol lowed by lunch at 12:00. The Clay
Restaurant on the third f loor is large and airy with
well-spaced tables. There wil l  be a group reservation.

Date: Friday Apri l  8
Time: 10:45 for an 11:00 tour
Lunch :  Not included in tour price. A la carte menu.
Group table at Clay wil l  be reserved.
Cost: $13 includes exhibit ion tour with a docent and
your personal visit in the afternoon.

The fee is payable in advance to El izabeth Mowat via
etransfer to emowat7@gmail.com.

The tour size is limited to 16 due to spacing
requirements. Please send an email ASAP to
confirm your attendance for the tour and lunch.

https://www.instagram.com/uwctoronto/
https://www.facebook.com/uwctoronto/
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We are happy to announce that we wil l  celebrate our
scholars - past and present - at an early evening reception
on Wednesday, June 15, at the Faculty Club. Details wil l
fol low shortly. Stay tuned! (This,  of course, wil l  be dependent
on COVID restrictions at the time.) 

It  has been three years since we have come together to
recognize our worthy young women, their famil ies and the
school staff who have nurtured and encouraged them. Let’s
make sure we turn out in great numbers to celebrate!
Our designated schools are already in the process of
assisting their students in completing our application form.
Comments from the guidance staff are al l  very enthusiastic.
We are now a permanent feature in their scholarship options.

Your scholarship committee of Sharon Abel, Marianne
Anderson, Li ly Contento, Susan Freeman, Jane Hamer, Susan
Lambie, El izabeth Mowat and Penny Vincent are al l  eagerly
awaiting the submissions due the middle of May. 
We have heard from our two Innis scholars from the 2021-
2022 year. Please see their thank you notes below.

Respectful ly submitted,

- Chris Ward

APRIL 2022  NEWSLETTERUWC TORONTO

SCHOLARSHIP 
REPORT 

Photos from our 2019 Scholarship Reception

https://www.instagram.com/uwctoronto/
https://www.facebook.com/uwctoronto/
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The UWC of Toronto Award affords me the
privi lege of attending post-secondary
education while l iv ing on campus. By
rel ieving financial strain, it  enables more
time for participation. I  have seized as
many on-campus community, social,  and
academic opportunit ies as possible. In the
process, I  have formed many posit ive
memories. By validating and recognizing my
volunteer efforts, this award has also made
me proud.

Upon graduation, I  hope to attend law or
graduate school and pursue a career path
in governance and legislation — be it as an
environmental lawyer, a Parks Canada
employee, or a diplomat. With a passion for
arts, I  also hope to pursue fi lmmaking and
acting.  
      
I  wish to express much gratitude to those of
University Women’s Club of Toronto, who
have made this award possible. I  am a first-
generation, low-income student responsible
for paying tuit ion and school-related
expenses. My financial situation requires me
to be a ful l-t ime student and a ful l-t ime
worker. Receiving the UWC of Toronto
Award has lowered this f inancial barrier,
al lowing me to engage and thrive in college
and campus l ife and community
volunteerism.
I wil l  continue to reflect the University
Women’s Club mission to build a more
equitable world for al l  women and gir ls.

APRIL 2022  NEWSLETTERUWC TORONTO

UPDATE FROM RECIPIENTS

Notes from the Innis College Student
Recipients of the University Women’s
Club of Toronto Award 

The UWC of Toronto Award has helped
me tremendously toward achieving my
goals — as a student and beyond the
classroom. It has al leviated the
financial strain of university residence
fees, freeing up time to focus on my
studies and extracurricular involvement.
Thanks to this award, I  have become
more involved with my college student
society and in leadership and peer-
mentorship. I  am also grateful to be
able to continue l iving in residence and
for the support and recognition that
this award brings.

Upon graduation, I  hope to enter a
master of teaching program and
eventually become an English teacher.

Thank you so much for your generosity
in making this award possible. I  cannot
express my appreciation for your help
and support for my education and
future.

KELLY L IU
Second-year  student
major ing in  Engl ish  and
minor ing in  educat ion and
society  and l inguist ics

SAM GUEVARA
First -year  student  major ing in
geography and pol i t ica l
sc ience and minor ing in
c inema studies

https://www.instagram.com/uwctoronto/
https://www.facebook.com/uwctoronto/
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PAST 
EVENTS

ZOOM SPEAKER – DOROTHY MAZEAU
FEBRUARY 22ND
What is home-sharing and what makes it work? On February 22 our
Zoom speaker, Dorothy Mazeau, explained the concept of home-
sharing and outl ined for us the benefits of engaging in the housing
lifestyle she has fondly referred to as “AirBnB for seniors”.  The
founder in Canada of Golden Home-Sharing Connections, Dorothy is
an enthusiastic proponent of shared-home l iving as a solution for
mature adults looking for an economical, environmentally fr iendly,
and community-based way to share l iving space.  Dorothy provided
many tips about how people interested in home-sharing can find
compatible housemates and also discussed both posit ive and
negative issues that can arise for home-sharers.  Drawing on over
20 years of her own experiences, Dorothy entertained us with many
personal stories of her own adventures in home-sharing.

- Pam

OUT & ABOUT AT THE MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART
MARCH 17TH
On March 17th, a group of 17 members visited the Museum of
Contemporary Art (MOCA). On our guided tour we saw three
exciting new exhibits,  Jeffrey Gibson’s colourful and playful “ I  Am
Your Relative”, Shir in Neshat’s “Land of Dreams” which featured
incredibly powerful black and white photo portraits and Felix
Gonzalez-Torres’ l ight f i l led “Summer” ( including a floor instal lation
made of candy!). 

We highly recommend MOCA (and don’t miss a stop at the delightful
café after for a pastry and coffee to complete the visit.)

- Marianne

https://www.instagram.com/uwctoronto/
https://www.facebook.com/uwctoronto/
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PAST 
EVENTS MARCH 24TH 

We had a fabulous turnout at our Pub Night in March!

Pub Night

https://www.instagram.com/uwctoronto/
https://www.facebook.com/uwctoronto/


12

APRIL 2022  NEWSLETTERUWC TORONTO

SAVE THE DATE

KATE CHUNG AND THEA KURDI
MONDAY,  JUNE 13,  2022

Kate Chung is the Toronto-based Chair of the
Housing Committee of the Older Women’s
Network and Co-Chair of Accessible Housing
Network, a collaboration of non-profit
Canadian organizations, advocating in
support of people of al l  ages to l ive as they
wish, in housing that is ful ly accessible.  Thea
Kurdi is the President of DesignABLE
Environments.  She is an affi l iate member of
the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada
and a Certif ied Professional in Accessible
Built Environments, with over 20 years
experience in barrier-free and universal
design for architectural projects. On June 13,
2022, Kate and Thea wil l  bring together their
perspectives as community activist and
architectural planner in their presentation,
“The Crisis in Accessible Housing – For Al l  of
Us”. They wil l  include their post-election take
on the results of the June 2 Ontario election
and what those results wil l  mean for seniors
and people with disabil it ies – in effect, al l  of
us as we eventually experience temporary or
permanent disabil it ies ourselves.

Meanwhile, as the June 2 Ontario election
approaches, Kate and her colleagues at
Accessible Housing Network would l ike to
ensure that the issue of accessible housing is
front and centre.  They urge us to let our
MPP’s know that now is the time for
government to commit to accessible housing,
and have provided us with the fol lowing
thinking points: Over the next few months al l
polit ical parties in Ontario wil l  be on
election footing. They want your vote. Let’s
let them earn it!

Recognizing that housing is a universal
human right, not just a financial
investment.
Developing and implementing a housing
strategy that is accessible as well  as
affordable, one that is inclusive rather
than exclusive.
Changing the Ontario Building Code to
mandate that every unit in al l  new
multi-unit residential bui ldings be
universal design (ful ly accessible to al l ,
regardless of age or disabil ity)
Mandating the application of universal
design principles within one year in al l
new housing projects of every type, not
just in publicly-funded projects.
Transit ioning, within one year, from
municipal voluntary guidelines to
mandatory universal design
requirements.

Now is the time to contact your MPPs and
tell  them you want government to commit
to accessible housing, not just affordable
housing. Housing is a human right -- it is
much more than a financial investment.
24% of Ontarians have a disabil ity,  and
thousands more are growing older.

Let’s tel l  our MPPs that our votes wil l  go to
candidates and parties who commit to:

To find your MPP’s email address cl ick on
the fol lowing l ink:
https://www.ola.org/en/members/current

Thea Kurdi Kate Chung

https://www.instagram.com/uwctoronto/
https://www.facebook.com/uwctoronto/
https://www.ola.org/en/members/current
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H a l e y  w i l l  s e n d  o u t  z o o m
l i n k s  a n d  r e m i n d e r s  p r i o r
t o  t h e  e v e n t s .  
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Plan Well & Save your 

Heirs from Grief 

at 1:00 pm 
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