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Ian Evans is a self-described “ordinary guy” and chartered
accountant from Elora, Ontario, who decided to push himself
to achieve extraordinary things at the very edge of his own
comfort zone.  This has led him to ski to the South Pole at age
58, climb five of the world’s “Seven Summits,” cycle 5000
kilometres solo across Australia, bike around the coastline of
Iceland and run 10 marathons.  The subject of a 2016 award-
winning documentary about his extraordinary exploits called
“Lunatic,” he is an inspired and passionate speaker who loves
to share the lessons learned from his “lunatic” adventures. 
 Ian’s talk promises to inspire and challenge us. 

Email: info@uwctoronto.ca to register

This  is  a very important meeting for  us ,  and i t  i s  cr i t ical  that we have a good
turnout.   P lease plan to jo in us.  There are more detai ls  in  Susan’s  message on
the next page,  but we wi l l  be taking an important vote regarding our c lub
membership in the CFUW.  I f  you are unable to jo in the Zoom meeting,  p lease
send in the proxy form ass igning another member to vote on your behalf .  

You should have received a package of information with the agenda and
committee reports  by emai l  or  post  al ready.   Haley wi l l  send a l ink to the Zoom
meeting closer to the date.

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

 IVAN EVANS  |  NOVEMBER 16TH AT 4:00 PM

Lunacy:  L i fe  Begins  at  the End of  Your  Comfort  Zone

AGM AND FINANCE MEETING  |  MON. NOVEMBER 9TH AT 6:00 PM
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Our AGM is extremely important.  This year we are combining our Finance Meeting

with the delayed AGM and hope that you will be able to attend via Zoom at 6:00

p.m. on November 9.  As you know, we have been discussing the CFUW-GWI

situation for some months and it will be at this meeting that we will vote on our

course of action.  You will have received either by e-mail or by regular mail a

package that contains some very important information.  Please take the time to

read the directors’ reports.  A great deal of time and energy go into all of the things

that we do and that we are reporting to you at the AGM.  You will also receive the

Financial Statements and a budget for the next year.  Also, in the Agenda, you will

see the wording of the motion about withdrawing from CFUW.  It simply requires a

‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer when the question is posed on Zoom at the meeting.  If you are

unable to attend the AGM, please take a moment to fill out your proxy form and mail

it to me. 

Please read Jane’s articles about two of our very dear members, Grace Daw and

Nancy Lunney who have passed away.  They will be much missed.

We welcome Nona Macdonald, a new member, whom we hope to meet virtually very

soon.

We are concerned about our members who do not have internet and who cannot

join us on Zoom.  Please take a moment to give one or two of them a call to keep in

touch during these difficult times of isolation.

Hi Ladies,

It seems that we are settling in for another long COVID staycation. Your hard-

working board has been tapping all sources, exploring all ideas, for a new, fresh,

exciting line-up of Zoom series for you.  I hope that some of you have joined the

Heliconian Literary Series and the Later Life Learning classes that we recommended

to you in September.  Our new programs and ideas will be introduced in this

newsletter with further elaboration at our AGM on November 9.
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We look forward to a productive meeting with good participation

and discussion.  We will also look forward positively to a rewarding

series of events and opportunities via Zoom in the months to come.

See you on Nov. 9,

- Susan

The CFUW Ontar io Counci l  has regular  speaker ser ies on Zoom.  Go to
their  website -  www.cfuwontcouncil .org  -  for  a l l  the detai ls .  The topic
for  the November 21st  Speakers Ser ies is  Women in the COVID Economy
and features 3 dynamic and respected speakers.  The focus wi l l  be on how
the pandemic has affected Canadian women,  specif ical ly  the status of
women,  VAW, and chi ld care.

www.cfuwontcouncil.org


Many of the UWC Toronto members wi l l
remember Grace Daw, a stalwart
member of our  c lub unt i l  she moved to
Col l ingwood a few years ago to be
closer to fami ly .   Grace died on October
3rd.   

Grace was a highly  accompl ished
woman, a t rai lb lazer and pioneer for  her
generat ion,  as one of Canada’s  f i rst
female economists .   Grace left  a lov ing
legacy to her f ive chi ldren,  grandchi ldren
and great grandchi ldren.  In  February
2019,  Grace recorded a “sound portrait”
of  her l i fe ,  in  her  own voice,  shar ing her
immeasurable wisdom and ins ightfu l
ref lect ions.   She valued fami ly  above al l
e lse and advised younger generat ions to
“seek love and be compassionate.”  
 Grace’s  interests  were wide ranging.
She was act ively  engaged in l i fe long
learning and was a vocal  advocate of
social  and envi ronmental  just ice.   

Grace was an inspirat ion to al l  who were
fortunate enough to meet her.

- Jane

Sadly ,  one of our  long standing
members ,  Nancy Lunney,  passed away
peaceful ly  on October 17th,  at  the
Houses of Providence after  a very
long i l lness.   Nancy is  surv ived by her
devoted husband Richard.  

When Nancy ret i red from a successful
career with the Ontar io Government,
she dedicated her ret i rement years to
volunteer work with the Nat ional
Bal let ,  her  church and Cathol ic
Char i t ies of  Toronto.   As wel l ,  she
pursued her var ied interests  with the
UWC Toronto.   

With Richard’s  support ,  Nancy was
act ively  engaged in UWC Toronto
fundrais ing act iv i t ies.   She was a
valued member of the Finance
Committee and a great contr ibutor  to
the Morning Book Club.   Those of us
who remember Nancy at the br idge
table wi l l  fondly recal l  her  wicked
sense of humour ,  her  intel l igent
conversat ion and astute analys is  of
current affai rs .   She wi l l  be missed.

- Jane
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GRACE DAW

InSympathy NANCY LUNNEY



I t ' s  said that poinsett ias ’  associat ion with
Chr istmas comes from a Mexican legend.
The story goes that a chi ld ,  with no means
for  a grander gift ,  gathered humble weeds
from the s ide of the road to place at the
church altar  on Chr istmas Eve.  As the
congregation witnessed a Chr istmas
miracle,  the weeds turned into br i l l iant  red
and green f lowers.

Named after  Joel  Roberts  Poinsett ,  f i rst
United States ambassador to Mexico and
the amateur botanist  who introduced the
plant to the U.S.  in  1825,  the poinsett ia is
also known as Mexican F lame Leaf ,  Winter
Rose,  Noche Buena and,  in  Turkey,  Atakurk 's
F lower,  because i t  was the favor i te f lower
of Atakurk ,  the founder of  modern Turkey.

Whi le considered by the ancient Aztecs to
be symbols of  pur i ty ,  in  today 's  language
of f lowers ,  red,  white or  pink poinsett ias
symbol ize good cheer and success and are
said to br ing wishes of mirth and
celebrat ion.

The Advocacy and Act ion
Committee is  busy organiz ing i ts
f i rst  fundraiser .  We wi l l  se l l
poinsett ias at  competit ive pr ices
to raise funds for  future
projects.  The money wi l l  go
towards ass ist ing homeless
women in the GTA. A home
del ivery opt ion for  the plants wi l l
be avai lable.  We trust  in  your
k ind support  and encourage you
to buy a plant or  two for  fami ly
and fr iends.  Detai ls  on how to
order wi l l  be e-mai led to you the
f i rst  week of November.We look
forward to br inging cheer to
your homes!

- L i ly

POINTSETTIA SALE
DID YOUDID YOU
KNOW?KNOW?

In  honour of  the hol iday season,  we’re planning something
fest ive around our December Zoom Speaker event.   Mark
your calendar to jo in us on Monday,  December 14 for  a
special  hol iday season Zoom, h ighl ighted by a talk  by
histor ian Dr.  Carolyn Harr is  on “Tradit ions of  a Victor ian
Chr istmas”.   More detai ls  to fol low!

CLUB NEWS
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SAVE THE DATE
FESTIVE SPEAKER EVENT |  DECEMBER 14TH 



With shorter  days and colder weather approaching,  we could be in for  what experts  are
cal l ing a “ long,  dark winter .”   To keep us al l  sane we are t ry ing to get more interest  groups
going to connect you with other members for  fun,  re levant social  and learning opportunit ies.  

These groups are topic- or  act iv i ty-focused and br ing together members who share s imi lar
interests .  They are member-dr iven and member- led,  and are as var ied as the members who
think them up.

We are k ick ing th ings off  with new groups;  History of  Art ,  and Current Events .

Remember,  our  morning and evening book clubs are st i l l  meet ing,  Le Pet i t  Cercle is  st i l l
speaking French,  and the br idge players are f inding their  br idge f ix  on- l ine.

Would anyone l ike to start  another group? On-l ine Canasta? Mahjong?  Something related to
health and f i tness? Or a winter  walk ing group? Let us know!

Now that we are governed by the new real i ty
of t ravel  restr ict ions ,  is  there any one of us
who doesn’t  miss the opportunity  to take off  on
a journey of adventure and fun to some
faraway place?  

The UWC cannot offer  you an Air  Canada
vacation,  but we are looking for  your help to
start  up a group of “armchair  t ravel lers”  who
wi l l  meet regular ly  on Zoom to explore the
wor ld v icar ious ly .   The UWC armchair  t ravel lers
wi l l  take turns shar ing their  amazing travel
exper iences and photos with the group.

We are looking for a convenor for this
group .  I f  th is  act iv i ty  appeals  to you,  p lease
be sure to contact Haley -  info@uwctoronto.ca)
- and let  her  know of your interest .

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

ARMCHAIR TRAVEL 
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We would probably l imit  each meeting to one topic.  Frequency,
durat ion and t ime of meetings wi l l  be decided at the f i rst
meeting.

The UWC is  a group of informed intel l igent women who have a
great many interest ing perspect ives to share,  which should make
for fascinat ing discuss ion.

Please let  me know if  you would be interested in jo in ing us.

-  Norah Brochu 
brochunorah@gmai l .com

The purpose of th is  group Is  to al low members to discuss a chosen issue,  of  e i ther local ,
nat ional  or  internat ional  interest  with a previous ly  read document as a start ing point  for  the
discuss ion.  The group wi l l ,  at  a f i rst  v i r tual  meet ing,  agree to a select ion of topics of
interest  to the members.  Each group member wi l l  choose a topic of personal  interest ,  a
date that she is  avai lable and ass ign one art ic le to be read by al l  members before the
discuss ion.  That member wi l l  act as faci l i tator  for  the discuss ion.

We could also discuss current exhibit ions at  gal ler ies around
the wor ld.

Right now there is  an exhibit ion of the work of  the Baroque
art ist  Artemis ia Gent i leschi  at  The Nat ional  Gal lery  in  London.

Please let  me know if  you would l ike to be part  of  th is  group.

- Ar lene Kushnir
ar lene.kushnir@sympatico.ca

 Art  made by women from the Middle Ages on.
How women have been portrayed by men and
how women portray themselves.  Then and now.

Meeting every other Tuesday evening  at  
7:00 pm  beginning in January 2021.

Topics of  discuss ion could include:      
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

HISTORY OF ART

Self  Portrait  as St .
Cather ine,  Artemis ia
Gent i leschi  c:  1616

The Horse Fair  1855,  8 ’  x  16 ’ ,  Rosa Bonheur

CURRENT ISSUES

mailto:arlene.kushnir@sympatico.ca
mailto:brochunorah@gmail.com


Topic:  Can Western Democracy Survive on the Loss of
“White” Dominance?

On October 19th,  we had the pleasure of host ing another
successful  Zoom talk  led by Professor Lucas Way of the
Univers i ty  of  Toronto Munk School  of  Global  Affai rs .
Professor Way,  whose research focuses on democrat izat ion
and author i tar ianism in the former Soviet  Union and the
developing wor ld,  del ivered a very engaging talk  on how
increasing divers i ty  in  the United States could threaten
democracy due to a major i ty  react ion to “racial  threat” .

NOV

09

DEC

AGM and Finance Meeting

at 6:00 pm

NOV

16

what's on
NOV

18
Evening Book Club at 5:00

pm

Topic: Non-Fiction 

Professor Way def ined “racial  threat”  as a sent iment of  host i l i ty  towards minor i t ies rooted in
the bel ief  that increased divers i ty  could lead to a loss of  power and way of l i fe for  certain
segments of  the US populat ion.  This  sent iment could create further polar izat ion that could
weaken democrat ic inst i tut ions and fuel  support  for  ant i-democrat ic measures.   Professor Way’s
talk  was thought provoking and t imely ,  g iven the looming United States elect ion.

Festive Speaker: Dr.

Carolyn Harris

UWC  

EVENTS

Send  an  emai l  to  Haley  at  in fo@uwctoronto .ca  to  reg ister
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PAST EVENTS
LUCAN WAY |  OCTOBER 19TH

14
Zoom Speaker: Ivan Evans

at 4:00 pm 
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