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          Message from the President. . .  
        
Dear Friends, 
 

   So wonderful to see so many faces at our September meeting.  I’m looking forward 
to our unique year.  
 

   There are several days of significance to Canadian women in “Women’s History 
Month”.  October 4 is Sisters in Spirit Vigil to honour the missing and murdered 
Indigenous women, girls and gender diverse people, October 11 is the UN 
International Day of the Girl Child and October 18 is Persons Day celebrating the 
1929 change of the legal definition of “persons” to include women.  
 

   I’m often surprised when I read or hear something about women (usually by 
chance) whose place in history has been lost or buried.  Particularly in the sciences, 
where many women who were fundamental to research and innovation were not 
given due credit.  Perhaps my memory is faulty but I don’t remember much in my 
education regarding women’s very significant contributions to science in the western 
world, let alone those from the global community. 
Do you recognize any of these names? 
Henrietta Leavitt, Alice Ball, Rachel Carson, Chien-Shiung Wu, Dorothy Hodgkin, 
Katherine Johnson, Harriet Brooks, Tu Youyou, Leone Norwood Farrell, Olga 
Ladyzhenskaya, Barbara McClintock, Marie Tharp. 
 

   Celebrating women’s history is one way to showcase these and many more 
women.  While we do hear about celebrity scientists like those in NASA (remember 
the first “all women” spacewalk and 50/50 astronaut classes), those in less 
glamourous or mainstream roles are largely unknown.  There are websites and 
organizations that highlight women’s scientific achievement but you need to seek 
them out.   
 

   It’s important to see confident, intelligent women as role models in our society.  
Without a feeling of belonging or connectedness to a person or community there is 
little chance that a young woman will pursue a “non-traditional” path. We need to do a 
better job in our society through education, mentorship, media representation, and 
other initiatives to make science roles, big or small, seem like an attractive, exciting 
possibility to more women. 
 

   Scientists in School does an excellent job of introducing science in a non-gender 
biased way. Also, PEO (Professional Engineers Ontario) in collaboration with 
Engineers Canada has a new initiative to achieve 30% newly licensed women 
engineers in Ontario by 2030 (30 by 30).  It was 18 in 18.  
 

   Thinking about our future global challenges, many of which are a result of science 
and technology, and may be solved by science and technology, perhaps there is 
room for a more feminist approach? 
 

   I look forward to seeing you all virtually on October 8 for some insight into our local 
planning process.   Don’t forget to send your membership form and dues to Erica. 
   
Regards, 
 
Jane 



 
 
 

Dates and Data 
 

CFUW Websites: 
Main website:  http://www.cfuw.org 
Ontario Council Website: www.cfuwontcouncil.org 
 

CFUW on Facebook    
CFUW has a Facebook group!  If you are a Facebook user you can join the group by searching for 
Canadian Federation of University Women, or visit 
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2232370205 
 

Ajax-Pickering on Facebook: 
Our club now has its own Facebook page.   You do not have to have a Facebook account to view this 
page.  Simply Google Ajax-Pickering CFUW Facebook page or click on the following link: 
https://www.facebook.com/CFUWAjaxPickering?ref=stream 
 

Ajax-Pickering on Twitter:  Use @CFUWajax 
 

The Ontario Council newsletter, Dates and Data, is available on-line on the Ontario Council website. 
The Communicator newsletter is available on-line on the main website. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

2020/2021 Membership Dues 
 

Full member:  $125.00 
New member (2020-2021 only):  $100.00 
Student Member:  $62.50 
 
Dues are payable as soon as possible.  Since we will not be meeting in person at 
the beginning of this club year, please remember to mail your payment to our 
treasurer, Erica B.   
 
Do you know where your dues go?  Here’s a breakdown of how your money is 
used: 
 
Our dues go towards advocacy work at all levels. There is incredible power of women working 
together but this takes some money.    
  
GWI                             $20.00     Advocating internationally with Clubs in over 60 countries. 
CFUW National           $56.00     Advocates nationally for CFUW goals.  Sends delegates to present at UN.      

Awards graduate and post-graduate scholarships, fellowships and bursaries.     
Ontario Council           $6.50       Promotes on-going education through speaker series and standing 

committees. 
Ajax-Pickering             $42.50     Honorariums for monthly speakers and meeting expenses, fees to register for 

Ontario and National Annual General Meeting and Standing Committees.  
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Minutes of General Meeting, via Zoom, Thursday, September 10th, 2020 
 
 

Welcome/Announcements - Land Acknowledgement – Marcy 
 

UWC Toronto invites all to register for one or more of the their Zoom talks by sending an email to: 
info@uwctoronto.ca 

September 14 at 4:00 pm: “Wampum Diplomacy in the Early and Middle Encounter Period”. Prof. 
Sanderson, of the Faculty of Law at the University of Toronto  
October 19 at 5:00 pm: Professor Lucan Way, Professor Political Science at the Munk School 
University of Toronto, thought-provoking comments on the precarious state of democracy in the United 
States, “Can Western Democracy Survive on the Loss of “White” Dominance?” 
November 16 4:00 pm: “Lunacy: Life Begins At the End of Your Comfort Zone”: Ian Evans, adventurer, 
will share lessons he has learned in some of the worlds most extreme and challenging environments, 
from the South Pole to the Australian outback. 

Nepean club invites all to join them Oct 6 2:30 pm Gun Control in Canada- Dr Wendy Cukier- Rogers School 
of Management - Coalition for Gun Control contact 
 

Program  
Dale reviewed the speakers line-up, thanks to Caroline for the current speaker, Marcy found speaker for next 
month, Caroline is the contact for the Pickering Museum Village.  Dale asked for volunteers to introduce and 
thank these speakers.  Cheques will likely be mailed to speakers for their sessions. 
 

Treasurer 
Donna reported on Erica’s behalf:  will be collecting the cheques for this year’s fee, $125.  E-transfers will be 
only acceptable if sent to Donna, (or TBD to Erica), who will write a cheque to deposit into the club account, 
which only accepts cheques (with no fees charged to the club).  Jane advised that club bank account is same 
as previous meeting. 
 

Membership 
Membership form be submitted to Donna via online or along with the cheques mailed to Erica.  Online 
signature will be accepted on the online membership form with typed initials as legally permitted elsewhere. 
 

Scholarships 
Dorothy expects school cheques to be distributed this fall.  Area High Schools will likely not have live 
graduations. Will determine how to provide the cheques as she will not likely be able to enter the schools for 
now.  Dorothy brought to our attention an error in the bank balance in the newsletter, it should be $10186.95. 
Jane asked for approval of the previous meeting’s minutes as amended by Dorothy - unanimous vote by 
raising of hands. 
 

Fundraising 
Louise S. had tested an ‘escape room game’ that we could play as a fundraiser. Sealed package of clues sent 
to participants.  First team to solve the puzzles will win bragging rights.  The game is a roaring 20s theme so 
costumes are encouraged.  Playing with 2 people is preferred.  Perhaps $20 charge per household.  Timing to 
be determined, mid/end of November? 
 

Communications 
The website has been changed but if anyone has further changes, please advise Sandy.  Make sure to include 
that you’re ok with photo being used on the website/newsletters, when submitting the membership form. 
 

Advocacy 
Marcy reported that two issues will be focused on: Long Term Care & Environment.  National has set up a 
study group to look at the whole situation of LTC, brought to attention during CoVid. Every club will have some 
Long Term Care focus for Advocacy.  Environment focus will be studied with emphasis on Climate Change and 
the impact from CoVid on the climate.   Jane advised that Sept 25 Global Day of Action. 
 
          (cont’d on p.g. 4) 
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(minutes, cont’d from p.g. 3) 
 

Interest Groups 
Louise S. will host Book Club - ’The Dutch House’ by Ann Patchett - September 24, 7 pm via zoom meeting 
 
Walk and talk - Wednesdays - low key and small group, will continue, Jane will send e-mail for weekly location 
 
Golf at Riverside - Tuesdays 10:00-11:00 start, will continue until weather permits, let Donna know if 
interested. 
 
Adventure Club - Terry Fox run, September 20, 40th anniversary of the run. Make donations thru Terry Fox 
Virtual Run website,  see CFUW Ajax/Pickering team, Caroline will head 2 walks 9:30 am - a strenuous walk, 1 
1/2 hr, Grand Valley Pk entrance of the Seaton trail, Concession 3 West of Brock Rd, Be prepared with hiking 
boots & poles - a more social walk at 3:00 pm Petticoat Creek Park, along Waterfront trail, beach, families, 
strollers & dogs on leashes, more room to spread out. 30 mins - 1 1/2 hr 
 
OC and National Updates 
AGM business reported in September newsletter,  OC Speaker series, virtual - first is October 3, 10:00-1:00 
pm - Panel discussion of Long Term Care / Home Care, details TBA,  Monthly or more frequent newsletters 
from OC and Nat, can subscribe, info on websites 
 
Scientists in School 
Cindy A thanked all for moral & financial support, had virtual workshops in summer and they worked well. 
Unsolicited comments from parents wanting further programs.  Each topic had a mini-kit, allowing the children 
to use in session and take home.  Catalogs shipped out yesterday and orders coming in.  Need to package 
2500 classroom, with 27 average children so lots of kits to assemble.  Volunteers or minimum paid hourly 
workers needed. Lots of support from groups from Ajax/ Pickering, Oshawa, & Lethbridge group. 
 
Other 
Dale raised question of donating to Care Canada, as recommendation from an Int’l Women’s Day event. She 
noted they have a terrible rating.  Is there another group that would be more worthy of ?  Jane will look at other 
CFUW international partners. 
 
Guest Speaker 
Alison Kerr -Vice Principal in the Elementary Panel DDSB to discuss Shifting the Norm: Unconscious Bias in 
Parenting and Education , introduced by Caroline 
 
Speaker gave examples of racism: Ice Cream Truck tune is considered offensive but is a complicated issue of 
racism, ‘Wandering Jew’ plant sticker is still available in nurseries, although there is a Latin form of the name. 
February 2018, Black History Month, her daughter was asked to be slave which she did because she wanted 
to play with these children.    Discussed her feeling of not belonging and prevalence of proximity to whiteness 
making individuals of colour to emulate whites to fit into society.  Lots of current students dealing with these 
issues/feelings.  Cultural differences don’t need to be highlighted, and may bring more non-belonging-ness for 
non-white Christians.  Educators don’t need to be right but to listen to all students.  Build pride in students.  
Socio-economic & cultural aspects need to be used to be more inclusive.  If you’re benefitting from racist 
actions, then you’re racist, having prejudices is different in that prejudices can be examined and altered. 
Students need heroes, accomplished people, not necessarily from media. Don’t buy a black doll for a black 
child when white children should see a black doll as normal.  People need to be allowed to be wrong and learn 
from those instances, in order to move forward. 
- Suggested the book “White Fragility” by Robin DiAngelo that points out white culture and covert racism.  Dale 
suggested “Blink” by Malcolm Gladwell referencing first impressions made in seconds, Children’s book “The 
World is not a Rectangle: A Portrait of Architect Zaha Hadid” by Jeannette Winter. 
 
* Now you know, do better.* 
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News from Oshawa CFUW 
 
 
CFUW Oshawa has invited our members to join them for an interesting speaker in October at their 
October Virtual General Meeting via Zoom.  Please see the flyer below for more details on the 
speaker who will be talking about cooking with herbs and spices for healthy living.  Any interested 
person should email cfuw.oshawa@gmail.com to request the Zoom Link at least one day before their 
meeting on October 14 at 7PM.  The speaker, Ki, will be speaking to the group before the business 
part of the meeting. 
The Oshawa club sends best wishes to their Ajax/Pickering sisters.  (Jone Webster, Oshawa Club) 
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CFUW Nepean Invitation – Gun Control in Canada Webinar 
 

 
You are invited to a Zoom meeting organized by CFUW Nepean.  

What: "Gun Control in Canada” Webinar with Dr. Wendy Cukier, co-founder of the Coalition for Gun 
Control and a Professor at Ryerson University. 
When: Oct 6, 2020 01:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)  

CFUW Nepean invites CFUW members across Canada to join CFUW Nepean to hear Dr Wendy 
Cukier speak on advocating for more effective gun control. Dr Cukier, a professor at the Rogers 
School of Management, co-founded the Coalition for Gun Control, a network of more than 200 
organizations ranging from police to women's groups, in the wake of the Montreal Massacre and has 
since been engaged in the Coalition's advocacy for evidence-based gun control in Canada. Dr. Cukier 
co-authored the book The Global Gun Epidemic. 

CFUW actively endorsed the Coalition for Gun Control leading to Bill C-68 the Firearms Act (1995) 
creating the Canadian Firearms registry. 

Horrified by the 1989 massacre at the Ecole Polytechnique, CFUW members acted, urging the 
Government of Canada to ban automatic and semi-automatic weapons.  

Reference: CFUW Policies # 303. Gun Control - Comprehensive and # 302. Gun Control - Ban on 
Semi-Automatic  
 
To join the webinar, register in advance at the link below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIvdeupqj4iGdR_oJYSAQbNgoCnKaWE1Tsj 

 
If this link is not working for you, please copy and paste the link into your browser. If this does not 
work, e-mail cfuwgen@rogers.com to register you for the meeting.  
 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
meeting. 
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Our members out and about! 
 
 
Small groups of CFUW members and friends followed COVID-19  protocols and hiked in various 
Pickering parks for their Terry Fox Virtual Run 2020. We are proud to honour Terry Fox's dedication 
to supporting cancer research.   This year team CFUW Ajax-Pickering raised $304 for the Terry Fox 
Foundation, a new record for our Club.  Also, the team supported two journalism students, Manal and 
Eboni, from University of Toronto/Centennial College as they interviewed us for their fourth-year 
project on Terry Fox Runs.  We were delighted to learn about modern journalism from these two 
intrepid reporters and they were interested in hearing about CFUW.   
 
Submitted by Caroline H. 
 

     
 
The Petticoat Creek Crew 
 
 
 
 
 

           The Seaton Grand Valley Crew 
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Social distancing, but still 
active and supporting the 

community! 



 
 
 

 
Get involved—get connected!!  Join an interest group! 

 
 

Book Club   
 

 

Book Club is open to all, and all are welcome!   
 
The October Book Club meeting will be held via Zoom on Thursday, October 
22nd, hosted by Catherine G.  The book is The Husband’s Secret, by Liane 
Moriarty.  Please contact Catherine at 905 492-8081 to confirm attendance.  
Zoom details will be provided closer to the meeting date. 
 
 

“At the heart of The Husband’s Secret is a letter that’s not meant to be read. 
 
My darling Cecilia, if you’re reading this, then I’ve died... 
 
Imagine that your husband wrote you a letter, to be opened after his death. Imagine, too, that the letter contains his 
deepest, darkest secret—something with the potential to destroy not just the life you built together, but the lives of 
others as well. Imagine, then, that you stumble across that letter while your husband is still very much alive. . . ” 

 
 

CFUW Ajax-Pickering Walk and Talk 

Our goal is to enjoy some fitness at local walking trails while connecting with 
other club members.  Walk and Talk will continue throughout the year.  The time 
may be adjusted to later as the weather changes.  If anyone has a preference for 
time or suggestions for walking locations, please let Jane know.  We meet every 
Wednesday at 11 am.   Contact Jane C. if you wish to be added to the email 
contact list for this group and receive regular updates on activities. 

          

  Interest Groups
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A few pictures from the Walk and Talk on Sept 30th.  Lots of active 
salmon to see as they made their way upstream!  Photos by Agnes 



 

Golf 

Our golf group has been very active this summer, golfing 
Tuesday mornings at Riverside Golf Club.  We vow to continue 
as long as we can, even if mitts and gloves are required!  It’s a 
great way to get some fresh air and exercise, chat and have a 
few laughs over some of the not so stellar golf shots! 

If you’re interested in joining us, it’s not too late!  Just get in 
touch with Jane, Lori, Dorothy, Sandy or Donna.   All levels of 
experience are welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wildlife on the Course! 

Not only is it fun to golf, but it’s also fun to enjoy nature while out walking the course.  This week we 
had a little visitor on the golf course, pictured below.  He trotted along the side of the fairway and 
didn’t seem to care that we were within about 20 feet of him.  He was too busy looking for his next 
lunch! 

    

Photos courtesy of Lori B. 

In addition to our little fox, this week we saw flocks of geese in formation coming in for landings on the 
ponds, feet tucked up gracefully behind them.  In the creeks alongside the fairway, large salmon were 
making their way upstream with lots of splashing.  We have also often seen herons. 

 

“My swing is so bad I look like a 
caveman killing his lunch.”     

                  Lee Trevino 
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Lori hosted a cottage golf getaway in September and the golf crew spent one of the days playing 
Pinestone Golf Course.   

                 

Dorothy, Donna, Jane and Lori golfing         Triple trouble in the trap!  Three of us all ended up  
at PInestone in the sand trap at the same time on the 9th hole at 

Riverside. 
 

 

Scientists in School Update 

This year has been a challenging one for Scientists in School, with a 
pandemic still in full swing, however they have risen to the challenge 
and are busily working on a series of virtual workshops for delivery to 
the schools.  With the new format, schools will receive a package of individual kits for each student in the 
class.  12 topics (one per grade to start) have been developed for initial release and they are working on 
developing more topics in future for increased selection.  Staff have been working tirelessly and using 
their creativity to develop and test the kits before September and the result is a selection of topics that are 
rich, engaging and fun. 

The following are a few of the topics being launched in September:  Sticky Science and On the Move! 
(Kindergarten), Structures, Materials and More, Strong Structures and Properties Really Matter! (Grades 
1-3), Shine a Light, As a Matter of Fact, Electricity: Close the Circuit and Hooo’s in the Owl Pellet (Grades 
4-6), and Finding Solutions!, Go with the Flow and Genetic Diversity and You! (Grades 6-8).   

As you can imagine, a lot of work has been required to move to the new format, including transforming the 
premises to accommodate kit-packing in a safe, socially-distanced way.  Depending on bookings, 
thousands of pre-packaged kits will need to be assembled.  With such a large undertaking, help will be 
needed. 

If you’re interested in helping out with kit-packing, please contact Cindy A. for more information. 
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Remembering Ruth Bader Ginsburg . . . 
 
 
 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg  1933-2020 - 2nd female United States Supreme Court Justice 
 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg certainly made her mark on the world and she will long be remembered as a 
passionate crusader for women’s rights.  The following are some of her inspiring quotes: 
 
“’ Real change, enduring change, happens one step at a time.” 
 
“So often in life, things you regard as an impediment turn out to be great, good fortune.” 
 
“Reacting in anger or annoyance will not advance one’s ability to persuade.’’ 
 
‘’ When a thoughtless or unkind word is spoken, best tune out.” 
 
‘’Fight for things you care about, but do it in a way that will lead others to join you.’’ 
 
“You can’t have it all, all at once.” 
 
“I’m a very strong believer in listening and learning from others.’’ 
 
‘’In the course of a marriage, one accommodates the other.” 
 
‘’In every good marriage it helps to be a little deaf.” 
 
“A gender line …helps to keep women not on a pedestal, but in a cage.” 
 
‘’If you want to be a true professional, do something outside yourself.” 
 
 ‘’Reading is the key that opens the doors to many good things in life. Reading shaped my dreams, 
and more reading helped me make my dreams come true.” 
 
‘’You can disagree without being disagreeable.” 
 
‘’If you have a caring life partner, you can help the other person when that person needs it. I had a life 
partner who thought my work as important as his, and I think that made all the difference for me.” 
 
“Women belong in all the places where decisions are being made. It shouldn’t be that women are the 
exception.” 
 
‘’I would like to be remembered as someone who used whatever talent she had to the very best of her 
ability.” 
 
 
Economy Peter. INC 17 Powerfully inspiring Quotes From Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 21 Sept. 2020 Web 26 Sept 2020.   
Submitted by Marcy R. 
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Did you Know . . . 
 
 

June Almeida, the Woman who Discovered the first Human 
Coronavirus 
 
June Almeida was born in Glasgow Scotland in 1930 and grew up 
in a working-class community. At the age of 16 with no money for 
further studies, she left school and got a job as a laboratory 
technician in the histopathology department at the Glasgow Royal 
Infirmary. She later moved to London, working at St Bartholomew’s 
hospital. With her husband and daughter, she eventually moved to 
Toronto and began work at the Ontario Cancer Institute where she 
further developed her self-taught skills using an electron 
microscope.  
 
She was the first scientist to visualize viruses by applying 
antibodies to samples which helped to see them more clearly.  
In 1964 she and her family returned to London and she started work at St. Thomas’s Hospital. While 
there she worked in collaboration with Dr. David Tyrrell who was a leading researcher of the common 
cold.  He was studying nasal swabs from volunteers and was able to reproduce many of the common 
viruses but not all of them. One specific sample was from the nasal swab of a boarding school 
student from Surrey, England. The researchers found they could transmit cold symptoms from this 
specific swab but they were unable to grow anything from it in the usual cell culture. However, 
volunteer studies showed the virus could and did grow in organ cultures. Dr. Tyrrell was curious to 
know if the virus could be seen by an electron microscope and sent samples of the specimen to Ms. 
Almeida who described what she saw as similar to influenza viruses but slightly different. Together 
with Dr. Tyrrell, Professor Tony Watson and herself, the virus she saw was named coronavirus 
because it had the appearance of a halo or crown when observed under the electron microscope. 
This new discovery was published in the British Medical Journal in 1965 and the first photograph of 
the new virus was published in the journal of General Virology in 1967. 
  
Ms. Almeida was later awarded a Doctor of Science degree for her efforts. She was also credited for 
her work on developing immune electron microscopy. In the following years she identified many other 
viruses including rubella and the virus causing HIV. Throughout her career she published her 
discoveries in various journals.  She died in 2007. 
 
Steven Brocklehurst The Woman who discovered the first coronavirus April 15th 2020 BBC Scotland News Online posting 
Web 24 Sept 2020 
 
Andrews Audrey  June Almeida: The Woman Who First Discovered Coronavirus in 1964 Ms Magazine April 23 2020  
Web 24 Sept 2020     Submitted by Marcy R. 
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A Few Women of Science  
 
Henrietta Leavitt (July 4, 1868 – December 12, 1921) was an American astronomer. A 
graduate of Radcliffe College, she worked at the Harvard College Observatory as a 
"computer", tasked with examining photographic plates in order to measure and catalog the 
brightness of stars. This work led her to discover the relation between the luminosity and the 
period of Cepheid variables. Leavitt's discovery provided astronomers with the first 
"standard candle" with which to measure the distance to faraway galaxies. 

 
Olga Ladyzhenskaya (Russian 1922-2004) mathematician, was the author of more than 200 
works dealing with a broad range of problems relating to the theory of partial differential 
equations. She provided the first rigorous proofs of the convergence of a finite difference 
method for the Navier–Stokes equations.  For instance, her work on fluid dynamics has 
assisted research into the movement of ships and torpedoes, of blood inside blood vessels 
and liquids in pumps. 
 
 

 
Alice Ball (July 24, 1892 – December 31, 1916) was an American chemist who developed the "Ball Method", 
the most effective treatment for leprosy during the early 20th century. 
 
Tu Youyou (Chinese 30 December 1930) is a pharmaceutical chemist and malariologist. 
She discovered artemisinin and dihydroartemisinin, used to treat malaria, saving millions 
of lives in South China, Southeast Asia, Africa, and South America.   She was awarded 
the 2015 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine jointly with William C. Campbell and 
Satoshi Ōmura.  
 
 
Rachel Carson (May 27, 1907 – April 14, 1964) was an American marine biologist, author, and conservationist 
whose book, Silent Spring, and other writings are credited with advancing the global environmental movement. 
 

Chien-Shiung Wu (May 31, 1912 – February 16, 1997) was a Chinese-
American experimental physicist who made significant contributions in the field 
of nuclear physics. Wu worked on the Manhattan Project, where she helped 
develop the process for separating uranium into uranium-235 and uranium-238 
isotopes by gaseous diffusion. She is best known for conducting the Wu 
experiment, which proved that parity is not conserved. This discovery resulted 
in her colleagues Tsung-Dao Lee and Chen-Ning Yang winning the 1957 

Nobel Prize in Physics. 
 
Dorothy Hodgkin (12 May 1910 – 29 July 1994) was a Nobel Prize-winning British chemist 
who advanced the technique of X-ray crystallography to determine the structure of 
biomolecules, which became an essential tool in structural biology.  Among her most 
influential discoveries are the confirmation of the structure of penicillin and the structure of 
vitamin B12, for which in 1964 she became the third woman to win the Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry.  

 
Katherine Johnson (August 26, 1918 – February 24, 2020) was an American mathematician 
whose calculations of orbital mechanics as a NASA employee were critical to the success of the 
first and subsequent U.S. crewed spaceflights.  During her 35-year career at NASA and its 
predecessor, she earned a reputation for mastering complex manual calculations and helped 
pioneer the use of computers to perform the tasks.  
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(cont’d on p.g. 14) 



(cont’d from p.g. 13) 
 
Harriet Brooks (July 2, 1876 – April 17, 1933) was the first Canadian female nuclear 
physicist. She is most famous for her research on nuclear transmutations and 
radioactivity. Ernest Rutherford, who guided her graduate work, regarded her as being 
next to Marie Curie in the calibre of her aptitude.  She was among the first persons to 
discover radon and to try to determine its atomic mass. 
 
 
Leone Norwood Farrell (1904 – 1986) was a Canadian biochemist and microbiologist who identified microbial 
strains of industrial importance and developed innovative techniques for the manufacture of vaccines and 
antibiotics. Her inventions enabled the mass production of the polio vaccine. 
 

 Barbara McClintock (June 16, 1902 – September 2, 1992) was an 
American scientist and cytogeneticist who was awarded the 1983 Nobel 
Prize in Physiology or Medicine.  She developed the technique for 
visualizing maize chromosomes and used microscopic analysis to 
demonstrate many fundamental genetic ideas. One of those ideas was the 
notion of genetic recombination by crossing-over during meiosis—a 
mechanism by which chromosomes exchange information. She produced 
the first genetic map for maize, linking regions of the chromosome to 
physical traits. She demonstrated the role of the telomere and centromere, 

regions of the chromosome that are important in the conservation of genetic information. 
 
Marie Tharp (July 30, 1920 – August 23, 2006) was an American geologist and 
oceanographic cartographer who, in partnership with Bruce Heezen, created the first 
scientific map of the Atlantic Ocean floor. Tharp's work revealed the detailed topography 
and multi-dimensional geographical landscape of the ocean bottom. Her work also revealed 
the presence of a continuous rift valley along the axis of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, causing a 
paradigm shift in earth science that led to acceptance of the theories of plate tectonics and 
continental drift. 
 
Source:  Wikipedia, submitted by Jane C. 
 
 

Did you Know….? 
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Newsletter Deadline 
 

Information for the November newsletter should be 
submitted by Friday, October 30th, 2020.  
Submissions can be mailed, dropped off, or sent via 
e-mail (sbriell@bell.net). Contact Sandy at 905 428-
0003 for further information.   
 
 

Note from the Editor 
 

The Grapevine is available in both electronic (Adobe PDF) 
and hardcopy formats, with electronic being the 
preferred, more cost-efficient format.  If you have 
recently changed your e-mail address or other 
contact information, please let me know so I can 
update the club membership list and get the newsletter 
to the right place! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

    1 2 3 Ontario 
Council 
Standing 
Cmttee Mtg 

4 5 6 7 
Walk & 
Talk 

8  
Club 
Meeting 

9 10 

11 12 13 
 

14 
Walk & 
Talk 

15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 
Walk & 
Talk 

22  
Book Club

23  24 

25 26 27 28 
Walk & 
Talk 

29 30 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

 

 

CLUB WEBSITE  
 

http://www.ajaxcfuw.ca/ 
 
Our new website is now ready!  Suggestions for 
new content or design ideas are always 
welcome!  Please contact Sandy for more 
information.  Newsletters will be posted on the 
website so you will be able to access them 
online if needed. 
 
Facebook/Twitter 
 

We now send out meeting information via these 
social media platforms to try to encourage new 
members.  Visit our new Facebook page (see 
page 2 for more info) or connect with us on 
Twitter (@CFUWajax). 
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