
CFUW National 100th Anniversary Celebration 

CFUW Orangeville and District commemorated CFUW’s 100th anniversary with several events over 15 

months meant to celebrate the achievements of our national organization!   

October 2018  

Persons Day was celebrated in October 2018 at Westminster United Church in Orangeville.  October 18 

is Persons Day and recognizes that legislation was passed in 1929 enabling women to hold public office 

and vote.  Although not every woman was permitted to vote (aboriginal women were not given this 

opportunity until the 1960s), our event celebrated this momentous occasion and CFUW’s intersection 

with women’s progress over that period. 

Approximately 90 persons heard all the women 

candidates in the Orangeville municipal election speak 

in a coffee house type panel about their personal 

experience as a female candidate.  This event has 

spawned the Women in Action Interest group to 

increase partnerships towards advancing gender 

parity in politics.  CFUW Orangeville has partnered 

with the Town of Orangeville to run a Women’s Campaign School and advocate with the Better Ballot 

Campaign.   

 

International Women’s Day- March 2019 

CFUW Orangeville and District observed 

International Women’s Day at a celebration hosted 

by Family Transition Place (FTP).  A CFUW booth 

was well attended and we were delighted that 

several women decided to join CFUW Orangeville 

and District.  During the celebration, several of our 

members enjoyed a delicious lunch and wonderful 

speaker.   

Complimenting International Women’s Day, an article 

was published in the Family Transition Place magazine, 

“Celebrating Women”.  This article highlighted CFUW’s 

role in Canada and in the Orangeville area, including CFUW’s involvement in the creation of FTP.   

 

September 2019 

A CFUW national banner was borrowed for our September events; a booth at the Orangeville Farmers’ 

Market and our September Meet and Greet.  A Power Point presentation created by CFUW National 

highlighting CFUW’s history was shown at these events. 



CFUW National 100th Anniversary Celebration 

 

CFUW National created the Sage 

Award specifically to honour a 

woman in every club who has been 

a CFUW member the longest.  

Orangeville and District is privileged 

to have two members who have 

retained their membership over 

many years; Priscilla Reeves has 

been a member of Orangeville and 

District and Guelph CFUW clubs for 

43 years and Mary White has been 

a member of Orangeville and District CFUW for 41 years.   Pricilla was presented with the Sage Award 

and Mary with our local Award at the September Meet and Greet.   

 

October 2019 

As the culmination of a year of tributes to CFUW National on its 100th Anniversary, CFUW Orangeville 

and District celebrated Persons Day on October 16, 

2019 at the Museum of Dufferin.   

From September 20th to October 20, 2019, the Museum 

has hosted a display of some of Orangeville and 

District’s Archival materials and a tribute to CFUW in 

Canada on its 100th Anniversary.    

At the October 16th celebration, speakers Eleanor Fast 

from Equal Voice and Sandra Thomson, CFUW President 

Ontario spoke at a fully attended open meeting on the 

topics of “Add Women, Change Politics” and “Critical Thinking in a Time of Polarization”.    

Cake and celebration followed the program.  

 


